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Need for grand
national dialogue
Nasim Ahmed

W

hat we are seeing in
Pakistan today is an
inexorable process of
political and economic
meltdown. With the PTI
long march, flip-flop by the composite PDM
government and a Punjab government on hold,
political stability is nowhere in sight.
Imran Khan’s recent outburst against the
security establishment shows which
way the wind is blowing. During
a recent interview, he lamented
that the establishment did not do
anything to thwart the “foreign conspiracy” against his government. He
also warned that the country could
“break up into three parts” if the
establishment did not take the right
decisions and Pakistan’s nuclear facilities may be in danger in the event
of an economic collapse.
All this combustible stuff,
indicating his desire to carry on with
his political battle and challenge the
present dispensation. On May 25,
he tried to storm the capital to force
the new government to call early
elections. In his latest speeches, he
has openly criticized the establishment, accusing it of being behind the
current political mess in the country.
He has also implied that the establishment has been part of what he describes as
a foreign conspiracy of regime change.
What Imran Khan has said is nothing new. All civilian governments over the
past three decades have blamed the security
agencies for their ouster. It is no secret the
establishment has over the years continued
to cast its shadow over the country’s political
landscape.
In some ways, Imran’s ouster was a
blessing in disguise for him as it allowed him
to get away from the mess his government had
created. Moreover, the manner of his ouster
allowed him to spin an attractive narrative of a
“foreign conspiracy” which has become popular among large sections of the country’s population. However, while we blame the previous
government for the economic mess which this
government inherited, the latter cannot be
absolved of its role in further exacerbating the
situation. It cannot hide behind the charges of
4

the PTI government’s mismanagement for long.
At present, the country looks like a
house divided. The people are polarized as well
as the provinces. The judiciary is also generally perceived as divided. Beyond the political
polarization at the national level, parties
themselves there are divisions. The PDM, a
13-member political combine, is in power but
it is the PML-N that holds the reins of power,
with the PPP a close second. The MQM, JUI-F
and other parties have also got their share of

economic crisis is adding to his woes. There is
a lack of governance as prices are totally out
of control, with the finance minister making a
fool of himself all the time, talking mindlessly
about fuel levies and charges.
The so-called experienced government
is proving unequal to the task of governing.
In the meantime, cracks have appeared in
the ruling coalition. The MQM and PPP are
trying hard to iron out their differences over
spoils of power but have not yet succeeded.

crumbs.
But the PML-N is at sea. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is running from pillar to post
to mend the economy and convince the people
that he is in control. But people are skeptical.
The noises on the mainstream media are getting shriller as prices all round are rising.
There is a need to cool down the situation but everyone seems to be in a frenzied
state of mind. Imran Khan is used to employing
harsh language to lambast his opponents. But
the PML-N too is not doing the needful to
bring down the political temperature. In this
context, the use of excessive force, midnight
raids, arrests and teargas shells against PTI
leaders and workers on the eve of the long
march was a blunder and did much to further
embitter the political climate in the country.
The government is flailing around to find
its feet. In his new role as Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif seems to be out of his depth. The

In Punjab after a court order, Chief Minister
Hamza Shehbaz faces the crucial test of a vote
of confidence. In Balochistan, the Balochistan
Awami Party and its government are in a state
of perpetual crisis. The PPP as always is sitting
pretty, with a government in Sindh and several
federal ministries, including one for Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari.
If the PTI government was ousted for
its incompetence, the new PDM government
is not doing any better either. It’s a double
whammy for the nation – political instability
and confrontation coupled with increasing
economic woes. Such a situation calls for a
bipartisan approach and application of the collective wisdom of the nation. The crying need
of the hour is to hold a grand national dialogue
and promote peace and reconciliation so that
all political forces in the country, instead of
fighting all the time, cooperate together to face
the biggest challenge in the life of this nation.
POLITICS

People’s compounding
problems
Shahid Hussain

The government has announced abolishing
subsidies on electricity and fuel in the next
month. It is feared petrol will sell at over
Rs300/litre and a power unit would cost over
Rs40. It will push up prices of all essentials and
non-essentials. The inflation rate in the previous government ranged between 11 and 13pc
and it hurt badly. The pain will be unbearable
after inflation is feared to hit 30pc in the next
few months.
As the country is also facing a serious
power crisis and a hike in the key policy rate
will adversely affect the industry and leave
thousands of people jobless. The GDP growth
is expected to remain much below the previous
year’s level. The rupee is under huge stress
against the dollar. It hit an all-time low at
202.83 against the US dollar on June 7. It still
hovers around 200 despite positive signs of the
revival of the IMF programme.
Recently, the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) raised the key policy rate by 150 basis
points (bps) to an 11-year high of 13.75pc.
Cumulatively, the key policy rate has been
increased by 675 basis points under the current
cycle of upward revision since September 2021.
The tightened monetary policy aims to slow
down the economic growth to a sustainable level and control imported inflation in the country.
The foreign exchange reserves held by the
central bank decreased by 5.10pc on a weekly
basis in June, according to data released by the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). On June 3, the
foreign currency reserves held by the SBP were
recorded at $9,226.2 million, down $497 million
compared with $9,722.9 million on May 27. The
central bank cited repayment of external debt
as the reason for the decrease. Overall liquid
foreign currency reserves held by the country,
including net reserves held by banks other than
the SBP, stood at $15,176.5 million. Net reserves
held by banks amounted to $5,950.3 million. On
August 27, 2021, the foreign exchange reserves
held by the central bank had soared to an alltime high of $20.15 billion.
On the other hand, Moody’s Investors
Service has downgraded Pakistan’s credit rating
outlook to negative from stable on fears the
global commodity prices will remain elevated, which will continue to keep the current
account deficit widened and impact the foreign
exchange reserves in the current and next fiscal
years. Besides, domestic political uncertainty
ahead of next general elections may also keep
ECONOMICS

the economic decision-making process weak.
The credit rating agency, however, affirmed the
government of Pakistan’s current credit rating
at ‘B3’ on strong expectations that the country
would succeed in acquiring the required foreign
financing from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and other multilateral and bilateral
lenders for FY22 and FY23. The decision to
change the outlook to negative is driven by Pakistan’s heightened external vulnerability risk
and uncertainty around the sovereign’s ability
to secure additional external financing to meet
its needs. Moody’s assesses that Pakistan’s
external vulnerability risk has been amplified
by rising inflation, which puts downward
pressure on the current account, the currency
and – already thin – foreign exchange reserves,

“According to data from the IMF, Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves have declined
to $9.7 billion at the end of April 2022, which
is sufficient to cover less than two months of
imports. This compares with the $18.9 billion
of reserves at the end of July 2021.” As global
commodity prices decline gradually in 2023
and as domestic demand moderates, the ratings
agency expects the current account deficit
to narrow to 3.5-4pc of GDP. Moody’s also
projects Pakistan’s real GDP growth to slow to
4.2pc in fiscal 2023, moderately lower than the
government’s projections. This compares with
growth of 6pc in fiscal 2022.
According to the State Bank of Pakistan,
external pressures remain elevated and the
inflation outlook has deteriorated due to both

especially in the context of heightened political
and social risk.
“Pakistan’s weak institutions and
governance strength adds uncertainty around
the future direction of macroeconomic policy,
including whether the country will complete
the current IMF Extended Fund Facility
programme and maintain a credible policy
path that supports further financing.” Moody’s
also expects Pakistan’s current account to
remain under significant pressure on the back
of elevated global commodity prices through
2022 and 2023. The current account deficit has
widened to $13.8 billion since the start of the
current fiscal year in July 2021 until April 2022
compared to a deficit of $543 million in the
same period a year earlier. In the absence of an
equivalent inflow in the financial account, the
rapid widening of the current account deficit
has led to a large drawdown of the foreign
exchange reserves.

home-grown and international factors. “The
Russia-Ukraine conflict and COVID-19 pandemic have also caused a significant surge in the
global commodity prices, including petroleum
products. This, along with elevated aggregated
demand for imported goods in the domestic
economy and subsidies on local energy products, has caused fast depletion in the country’s
foreign exchange,” the central bank noted in
its latest report. On the other hand, inflation
hit an all-time high of 23.98pc in the first week
of June. According to the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS), prices of at least 33 essentials
increased in the week, while petroleum prices
also went up by Rs60/litre.
It is feared that inflation will reach over
30pc in a few weeks from the ripple effect of the
falling rupee, high electricity, gas and POL prices. It will provide ammunition to former Prime
Minister Imran Khan, who is ready to hold
another long march against the government. n
5

Time to upgrade,
diversify agriculture
Muhammad Ali

Pakistan’s agriculture sector grew by 4.4pc
in the fiscal year 2021-22, against the target
of 3.5pc and 3.4pc growth in the previous
year. Still, people face shortages of food and
its abnormally high prices. The only solution to the problems is that the government
should focus on developing agriculture on
modern lines and diversifying it to meet the
growing needs of its people, whose number
is increasing rapidly.
Undoubtedly, the previous government
took a number of steps to boost the agriculture sector and benefit farmers. However, the
common people have not reaped the benefits
of “bumper” crops for many national and
international reasons. Resent reports show
the world would face a serious food crisis in
the coming months, which could also affect
Pakistan if a careful approach was not adopted. As Afghanistan is feared to face an acute
food crisis, Pakistan will have to be vigilant
to save itself from its fallout.
According to a United Nations report,
the ripple effects of the Ukraine war have
triggered price surges, particularly in areas
characterized by rural marginalization and
fragile agrifood systems. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food
Programme (WFP) have called for urgent
humanitarian action to save lives and livelihoods and prevent famine in the 20 ‘hunger
hotspots’ where acute need is expected to
rise, from now until September. According
to the joint report entitled Hunger Hotspots
– FAO-WFP early warnings on acute food
insecurity, amidst multiple looming food crises – prompted by conflict, climate shocks,
COVID-19 fallout, massive public debt
burdens and now the Ukraine war – conditions expected to be particularly acute where
economic instability and spiralling prices
have combined with climate-induced food
production drops.
“We are deeply concerned about the
combined impacts of overlapping crises
jeopardizing people’s ability to produce and
access foods, pushing millions more into
extreme levels of acute food insecurity,”
warned FAO Director-General QU Dongyu.
Besides conflict, the report finds
that frequent and recurring climate shocks
continue to drive acute hunger and shows
that we have entered a ‘new normal’ where
6

droughts, flooding, hurricanes, and cyclones
repeatedly decimate farming and livestock
rearing, drive population displacement and
push millions to the brink in countries across
the world. “We’re facing a perfect storm that
is not just going to hurt the poorest of the
poor – it’s also going to overwhelm millions
of families who until now have just about
kept their heads above water,” warned WFP
Executive Director David Beasley.
Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Sudan and
Yemen remain at ‘highest alert’ as hotspots
with catastrophic conditions, and Afghanistan and Somalia are new entries to this
worrisome category since the last hotspots
report, released in January. These six
countries all have parts of the population
facing IPC phase 5 ‘Catastrophe’ levels, at
risk of deterioration towards catastrophic
conditions, with up to 750,000 people facing
starvation and death. And 400,000 are in
Ethiopia’s war-torn Tigray region – the
highest number on record in a single country,
since the famine in Somalia in 2011. The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Haiti,
the Sahel, Sudan and Syria are of ‘very high
concern’, as in the previous edition of the
report – with Kenya now added to the list.
Angola, Lebanon, Madagascar, and Mozambique also remain hunger hotspots, with
Sri Lanka, Benin, Cabo Verde, Zimbabwe,
Guinea, and Ukraine, now added. “Conditions now are much worse than during the
Arab Spring in 2011 and 2007-2008 food price
crisis, when 48 countries were rocked by
political unrest, riots and protests,” warned
the WFP chief.
It is good to note the report provides
concrete country-specific recommendations
for immediate humanitarian assistance
to save lives, prevent famine and protect
livelihoods. Against the backdrop of a recent
G7 commitment to strengthen anticipatory
action in humanitarian and development
assistance – preventing predictable hazards
from becoming full-blown humanitarian
disasters, FAO and WFP have partnered to
ramp up pre-emptive measures. In the critical window between an early warning and a
shock, the UN agencies advocate for flexible
humanitarian funding to better anticipate
needs and protect communities. Evidence
shows that for every $1 invested in anticipatory action to safeguard lives and livelihoods,
up to $7 can be saved by avoiding losses for

disaster-affected communities, according to
the report.
Though the food situation is not that
alarming in Pakistan, developing and diversifying its agriculture should be the focus of
every government in future. It is encouraging
to note that Pakistan’s agriculture sector recorded a robust growth of 4.4pc in the fiscal
year 2021-22, but wheat production was not
impressive.
According to the Economic Survey of
Pakistan, all other crops have shown impressive growth. Shortages of some key crops
show that farmers still face hurdles to access
the market. Besides, provincial and federal
governments have failed to curtail the role of
the middleman. The survey says the growth
was mainly driven by high yields, attractive output prices, supportive government
policies, better availability of certified seeds,
pesticides and agricultural credit. Cotton has
increased from 7.1 million bales last year to
8.3 million bales during 2021-22, while rice
production increased from 8.4 million tonnes
to 9.3 million tonnes.
Sugarcane production jumped from
81 million tonnes to 88.7 million tonnes
whereas maize production rose from 8.9
million tonnes to 10.6 million tonnes. However, wheat production decreased from 27.5
million tonnes to 26.4 million tonnes. The
government aims to import 3 million tonnes
of wheat to avert any crisis in future.
The government has allocated Rs21 billion in the new budget to increase crop yields
and uplift the livestock sector. Its three-year
growth strategy aims to enhance production,
increase farmers’ income, counter the negative effects of climate change, and promote
smart agriculture, self-sufficiency, value
addition and agro-processing. An amount of
Rs11 billion has been allocated to modernise
the agriculture sector, increase the use of
machinery for laser levelling of land, modernise the irrigation system, provide quality
seeds and promote the export of agricultural
products. The government has also withdrawn the sales tax on the supply of tractors,
agricultural implements and seed of wheat,
rice, maize, sunflower, canola and rice.
The international and national food situation demands Pakistan to remain focused
on increasing and diversifying its agricultural
produce to save its people from food supply
chain shocks and high prices.
AGRICULTURE

Widening cracks
Husnain Shahid

Pakistan’s trade deficit is widening despite
an increase in exports. The budget projects
the next year’s consolidated fiscal deficit at
4.9pc of GDP or Rs3.798tr. It means Pakistan’s imports are increasing more rapidly
than exports and the government’s expenditure is more than its earnings.
Pakistan’s trade deficit had reached
an all-time high of $43.334 billion compared
to $27.452 billion during the same period
of 2020-21 in 11 months of the last fiscal
year. According to the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics, the trade deficit had widened
by 57.85pc during the first eleven months
(July-May).
However, the data of monthly exports
showed the country’s exports increased by
27.78pc as it reached $28.848 billion in the
11 months as compared to $22.576 billion
recorded during the same period of the fiscal
year 2020-21. The imports also increased
by 44.28pc during the eleven months
and stood at $72.182 billion compared to
$50.028 billion during the same period of
the corresponding year. The country’s trade
deficit widened by 11.5pc on a year-on-year
basis, jumping from $3.626 billion in May
2021 to $4.043 billion in May 2022. Imports
registered an increase of 25.43pc on a yearon-year basis and jumped from $5.297 billion
in May 2021 to $6.644 billion in May 2022.
Exports registered 55.66pc growth on a
year-on-year basis and increased from $1.671
billion in May 2021 to $2.601 billion in May
2022.
Pakistan hopes to increase exports to
address its longstanding financial issues.
However, it has never been able to perform
according to its potential. More than half
of the country’s exporters struggle with
domestic and foreign regulatory barriers,
says Invisible Barriers to Trade — Pakistan
2020: Business Perspectives. The report,
prepared in collaboration with the World
Bank Group’s country office, says market
frictions such as regulatory obstacles and
lack of information transparency put up to
$7b of the untapped export potential at risk
— especially for small businesses looking to
trade more across borders.
“There is great scope for the government of Pakistan to streamline processes,
improve quality management and work with
exporters to provide consistent, transparent and timely information,” it said. The
report, based on a survey of 1,152 importers
ECONOMICS

and exporters, identifies the toughest trade
hurdles facing Pakistani businesses. Almost
half of these hurdles are homegrown, which
means the government can fix many of the
problems holding back exporters. The report
suggests ways for the government and the
private sector to crank up competitiveness
by addressing issues such as export inspections, tax refunds, and certification.
It identifies the most challenging
non-tariff measures that Pakistani businesses face which include: complying with
technical requirements, lack of trade-related information and inadequate domestic
infrastructure. Women entrepreneurs also
face social constraints and a general lack of
support in government agencies and other
institutions.
The NTM Business Survey in Pakistan
finds that 49pc of small enterprises and 57pc
of medium-sized firms have trouble with
non-tariff measures, while 54pc of large
companies consider them to be burdensome.
Almost half of the challenges these firms reported stem from Pakistani rules on matters
such as export inspections, tax refunds, and
export certification. These invisible barriers to trade affect exporters and importers
differently, and their impact varies across
sectors.
The publication finds that regulations
and the procedures to comply with them are
difficult for 51pc of Pakistani exporters and
46pc of importers. Most agricultural exporters (60pc) — especially those dealing with
fresh and processed foods — experience
difficulties with these measures, as most
countries have stringent regulations in place
to protect human health and the environment. In comparison, 47pc of the Pakistani
companies that export manufactured goods
face problems. Conformity assessment is
the top challenge with requirements like
testing and product certification are a bigger
concern (41pc) than rules related to quality
standards, safety, and production processes
(4pc).
Pakistani exporters say complying
with European rules is difficult and the
accompanying conformity assessment
procedures are too strict. The neighbouring
SAARC countries account for only 5pc of
the problems that local exporters experience
with foreign regulations. At the individual
partner country level, the United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom are responsible
for the most reported regulations, each accounting for 8pc. German measures account
for 6pc, while Oman and the United States

account for 5pc each.
Meanwhile, local regulations account
for about 45pc of the troublesome measures
that exporters face. Most of these involve export inspections (31pc), tax refunds (27pc),
and export certification (10pc). Pakistani
policies cause 55pc of the problems reported
by exporters of manufactured goods, and
one-third of agriculture. Large firms (52pc)
face more problems with domestic export
regulations than small and medium-sized
businesses (45pc).
Exporters say the regulations are
overly strict or compliance is difficult in just
12pc of the cases. In contrast, the procedures
are the problem in 70pc of the cases — and
most of these occur in Pakistan itself.
The remaining 18pc are difficult due to
both the regulation and related procedures,
of which more than two-thirds occur in the
country. The most important ones are slow
processes on the necessary paperwork and
high fees and charges to obtain required
certification or testing. Informal payments
and inadequate facilities for testing and
certification in Pakistan were also frequently
reported.
As a way forward, the survey identifies
numerous challenges, especially regarding
export-quality management and infrastructure in the country. For instance, Pakistan
should increase the capacity of local laboratories to carry out required testing and
certification.
Efforts need to be made to strengthen
the capacity of small and medium-sized enterprises to comply with international market access requirements. The absence of a
proper warehouse and cold storage facilities
at major border points is a serious problem
that must be fixed. Trade procedures need to
be streamlined and paperwork at government and customs offices be automated to
reduce the administrative burdens and costs
shouldered by Pakistani exporters. Traders
need a proper portal that can provide reliable export- and import-related information
which should also guide on trade regulations
and procedures, and provide facts about relevant agencies, port authorities, and customs.
Finally, Pakistani trade regulations
and processes must be streamlined to facilitate exports. A policy rethink is needed
on advance payment restrictions on raw
material imports and processes involving the
duty drawback scheme. Export inspection
processes at the customs also should be
improved. The government should act upon
the guidelines to increase exports.
7

Economic survey
paints a mixed picture
Muhammad Asim Nisar

Contrary to reports about the underperformance of the economy under the PTI
government, the Pakistan Economic Survey
2021-2022 shows a growth rate of 5.97 per
cent against a target of 4.8 per cent during the
period under review. As is well known, the
Economic Survey is an annual account taking
of government expenditure and income, with
particular focus on major macroeconomic indicators. A unique aspect of this year’s economic
survey is that for the first time in the country’s
history, a new government has presented the
economic performance of a previous government (PTI).
Available figures show
that the previous government
handled economic matters
well as a result of which the
economy rebounded from the
damage done by the pandemic
and maintained a V-shaped
recovery by posting real GDP
growth of 5.97pc this year.
The overall growth came on
the back of 4.40pc growth in
agriculture, 7.19pc growth in
industries, and 6.19pc growth
in services — meaning that all
three major sectors surpassed
their targets of 3.5pc, 6.5pc
and4.7pc, respectively.
Even though the country surpassed overall growth
expectations as well as sector-wise growth targets, the underlying macroeconomic imbalances and associated domestic and international
risks cloud the economic horizon. The overall
balance of payment situation of the country
deteriorated with the trade deficit jumping
almost 50pc and the current account deficit
spiralling out of control.
Imports swung to the staggering figure
of $77 billion which is the highest ever import
bill in terms of GDP. Balancing the situation, exports put up a positive performance,
growing by 26.6pc and rising to $23.7bn. On
the other hand, services exports grew by 17.1pc
and amounted to $5. The surge in imports was
caused by the unprecedented rise in global
commodity prices, Covid-19 vaccine imports,
and demand-side pressures, according to the
Economic Survey. As a result, the trade deficit
grew by 55.5pc, amounting to $32.9 billion or
8.6pc of the GDP which has been described by
8

experts as “historically high”.
A salient feature of this year’s economic
outlook is the growth in workers’ remittances
which reached record-high levels during the
nine-month period of the year. On the other
hand, import payments registered a “sizable,
broad-based increase” as a result of which the
current account deficit widened considerably
over last year.
Payment pressure manifested itself in the
interbank PKR-USD exchange rate, which depreciated 14.1 percent during Jul-Mar FY2022.
The SBP’s foreign exchange reserves also began
to dwindle from Q2 onwards, dropping $5.9
billion during the first nine months of the fiscal

pressures accentuated. The year-on-year (YoY)
inflation from July to April of the outgoing
fiscal year was measured at 11pc, compared to
the target of 8pc. As explained by experts, an
abnormal increase in global commodity prices,
especially crude oil and edible oil, was the
main factor behind the rise in domestic prices.
Transport, housing, water, electricity and gas
all became more expensive. Non-perishable
food items were the main contributory factor
in jacking up food inflation.
On the revenue side, the Federal Board of
Revenue initiated various policy and administrative measures to facilitate the taxpayers to mobilise domestic resources and generate sufficient

year to $11.4 billion by end March 2022.
In consequence, the current account
posted a deficit of $13.8bn, or 3.6pc of GDP,
against a deficit of $0.5bn last year. The major
contributor to the higher current account deficit was the 55.5pc increase in the merchandise
trade deficit during Jul-Mar FY2022.
In the words of the Economic Survey,
“The widening of the current account deficit
together with a build-up in inflationary pressures in the backdrop of the geopolitical situation (especially the Russia-Ukraine conflict)
has created significant challenges for sustainable economic growth. In addition, the recent
emergence of domestic conditions (including
political instability) is eroding business confidence. Thus, all in all, inflationary and external
sector pressures have created macroeconomic
imbalances in the economy.”
In the midst of all this, inflationary

revenue without hurting the growth momentum
in the outgoing year. As a result, FBR tax collection witnessed a substantial growth of 28.5pc
during July-April FY2022. The amount collected
during this period stood at Rs4,855.8bn as compared to Rs3,777.7bn last year.
However, despite the significant rise in
tax collection, higher current and development
expenditures widened the fiscal deficit during
the July-March FY22 period to 3.8pc of the
GDP compared to 3pc during the same time
last year. Due to IPPs circular debt payment,
social sector spending, and higher development expenditures, the fiscal sector remained
under tremendous pressure. All these factors,
along with the global economic challenges
posed by the Russia-Ukraine conflict as well
as the impact on international commodities
and oil prices, have increased the risk of fiscal
downslides during the current fiscal year.
ECONOMICS

The fundamental political
problem of Pakistan
Raza Khan

Almost all political parties of Pakistan
consider the long military rule of the past
and a “parallel” government as the root-cause
of all problems faced by the country. On the
other hand, many analysts call “pervasive
corruption” and “injustice” as the fundamental causes of multidimensional issues
challenging the state. Whether it is direct
military rule, a parallel government, financial
corruption or injustice, all of these are contributing to a chaotic state of affairs in the
country and society. The root-cause of the
multifaceted issues of the state and society
in Pakistan lies somewhere else.
The military has ruled the country for
decades in the past but primarily the people
did not have much issue with it. Only there
was commotion and resultant low-level
agitation from the people in Pakistan during
the military rules (importantly not against
the military rule), when there was a price
hike of staple commodities. There was
hardly any worthwhile protest by a significant number of people in Pakistan against
the military rule in the country. There have
been many reasons for the disinterest on part
of the people for the restoration of democracy. The foremost has been the widespread
illiteracy, low standards of education and
almost non-existent political education of
a majority of people. This, in turn, has been
because of the prevalent social system in the
country. The fundamental features of our
social system have been ultra-conservativeness, authoritarian social attitudes, profound
ignorance of the civilized structures of power and a self-centred and extremely narrow
worldview of everything, including politics.
People respect the traditional system of
authority.
They have the least understanding of
self-rule or democracy and thus democratic
culture cannot flourish in society, having
large-scale pervasive consequences for the
political arena. So if the military has ruled
directly in Pakistan or has been calling the
shots behind the scenes is something that
has roots in the social structure and its dynamics. In a rigidly competitive struggle for
power in such a social set-up, only the physically powerful could have their way and it
has been more than obvious in Pakistan.
Insofar as corruption as the root-cause
of most of the problems faced by the state
OPINION

and society is concerned, as mentioned
above, it may be true to a certain extent.
However, it is to be seen why corruption in
the first instance takes place and why it becomes so widespread. We have to search for
the answer to the key characteristics of the
society of Pakistan. In an ultraconservative
society, which is based on the patronage of
kith and kin or in other words nepotism and
cronyism, meritocracy cannot take root what
to talk of its flourishing. Thus, financial and
administrative corruption becomes prevalent and it is what Pakistani society has
experienced over decades. We have institutionalized corruption because the practice is
socially acceptable.
Injustice as the root-cause of all issues
facing the state and society is quite important and it is a direct consequence of the lack
of meritocracy. Again, injustice is not limited
to the institutions of the state or the government but it is pervasive and ubiquitous
in entire society. Look at the fundamental
institution of society, family. Within the
family, with no direct role of the state or
government, there is profound and institutionalized injustice. An undeclared system
of primogeniture is still very much extant in
entire Pakistan.
Whereas, females and in cases even
males are discriminated against and are not
equally treated by parents. So if parents
cannot treat their children equally or let say
equitably how come a state, which is the
manifestation and reflection of social realities, could be expected to treat its citizens
equally and equitably? Ideally, the state
ought to treat its citizens at least equitably. However, a state that is controlled and
dominated mostly by people, who have been
dominant in their immediate and extensive
families, could be expected to do it is like
crying for the moon.
Thus, it is proven without doubt that
whether it is a direct or indirect military
rule, widespread financial corruption or
injustice, these are not in isolation the
root-causes of multidimensional issues of
the state and society. Nevertheless, it must
be admitted that the interactive effect of
all social variables has given birth to many
crises and conflicts in the state and society
of Pakistan.
Here, the role of the political leadership becomes very important. By sensing
and analysing the issues of the state and

society, the political leadership comes up
with solutions. However, it could only be
expected from a conscientious, visionary
and unselfish political leadership. The vision
transforms itself into a political system
which is considered a mechanism to address
the multidimensional issues of the state
and society by establishing an arrangement
for regulating every aspect of social life.
The political system manifests itself in the
shape of a constitution, which ideally must
be a contract between and among different
classes, professions, genders and every social
group. We in Pakistan got the 1973 Constitution, which is claimed to be a unanimous
constitution. However, one of the members
of the parliament, which passed the 1973
Constitution, Dr. Abdul Hayee Baloch,
personally told this writer that he had not
signed it whereas another member, Sardar
Ghous Bakhsh Bezenjo, also did not sign it.
So, it is not a unanimous document.
Moreover, the competence of the
legislative assembly to frame a constitution, which is far bigger than a mandate to
make laws, is very much questionable. If the
leadership is visionary, conscientious and
unselfish, it comes up with a political system
that overcomes the crisis and conflicts of the
state and society by addressing their basic
causes.
Unfortunately, the parliamentary political system, based on constituency politics,
has not addressed the issues and problems of
the state and society, rather it has exacerbated them. Many divisions, enmities and
conflicts, preventing development in each
and every sector of society, have much to do
with our political system. The fundamental
weakness of the political system has incapacitated it from providing always-needed
political stability in the country and the
consequential social order.
The reason was that the then political
leadership of the early 1970s considered their
petty political interests paramount, rather
than addressing the main problems of the
people of Pakistan. The parliamentary political system has given nothing to the country,
except crisis after crisis and, therefore, it is
high time that the intelligentsia of Pakistan
seriously considered replacing it. No one
could provide relief to the people but only a
change of the parliamentary political system,
no matter who is in the saddle and who is in
the opposition.
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Tuition: A bane or
boon for students?
Rasheed Ali

There is no concept of education without
private tuition in our country, says Laila Rubab,
the mother of grade 9 and grade 7 students.
Teachers in almost all private and public sector
schools do not teach their students. What they
do in classroom is simply take attendance,
check students’ notebooks and write on the
blackboard what homework students are supposed to do, alleges Mrs. Rubab.
The students copy the homework from
the blackboard in their diaries and show it to
their parents. Now it is the parents’ headache to
get that homework done. If they are educated
and have sufficient time at their disposal, they
help their children do that homework. But in
more than 90 per cent cases, they are unable to
do so. Either they are not literate or they don’t
have enough time to sit with their children to
help them complete their homework. In such
a situation, they have to send their children to
private academies or hire tutors to teach their
children at home.
Laila Rubab is quite right in her assertion.
The tuition culture is on the rise in Pakistan.
Tuition is considered a necessity for almost
all students now. Almost all teachers offer
tuition after school. A survey conducted by
weekly Cutting Edge revealed that not only the
students of higher classes but also of primary
classes get tuition. The students have to pay
tuition fees ranging from Rs1,000 to Rs10,000
per subject. Every other student, whether gifted
or average, rich or poor, is taking tuition, which
has made the culture take root in the present
educational system.
According to Bilqees I. Patel, a former
teacher, the situation is completely contradictory to the past when availing tuition meant that
you were a weak or bad student. Tuition today
is a significant need of every student. If one
were to evaluate the causes for this, one would
find several reasons.
The biggest cause of the increasing
demand for tuition is the large number of pupils
in school classrooms. Each class is full of varied
capacities and needs. The ratio of teacher to
student is usually 1:50 and they have short
periods (around 30-45 minutes) to teach, which
makes it difficult for the teachers to pay individual attention, especially to the class’s average
or slow learners. A teacher may find it difficult
to identify each student’s need in order to help
them cope with studies. That is why a student
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is compelled to seek tuition in order to successfully complete the examination requirement.
Teachers’ status in society and lower
monetary benefits in the teaching profession
also contribute to an increased demand for
tuition. Many teachers, who run private tuition
centres on the side, see to it that their students
attend those instead of benefiting from what
is taught in the classroom. It is in the tuition
centres where they teach what was to be taught
in the classroom, and with greater care and
attention.
Another important factor leading to
tuition culture is the present examination system in Pakistan. The students are expected to
imbibe the information of their subject, rather
than develop understanding, which leads them
into the trap of rote learning.
Tuition centres encourage students
to take shortcuts. Rather than studying the
respective subjects in depth, they provide them
with old examination papers to solve them in a
given time period and as such studying becomes
a training of the mind to work mechanically
rather than think creatively.
The parents’ education level or the time
they can give to their children also contributes
to the demand for tuition. Research has proved
that the parents’ level of education has a high
positive relation with students’ educational
achievement.
Even today, many of the parents, especially mothers who are considered responsible
for their child’s education, are illiterate. This
enhances the need for arranging tuition for children in order to provide them with an opportunity to improve their educational ability. In
addition, the concept of both working parents
has led to parents spending half, or sometimes
even a whole, day outside the house. This
makes it difficult for them to pay due attention
to their children. How many working parents
in this day and age find the time to sit and do
homework with their children in the evening?
Tuitions are a solution to this problem as well.
These causes have made a huge impact
on the social and educational system of our
society. The quality of classroom teaching has
been affected. Teachers are usually cognizant of
the fact that 90 per cent of their students take
tuition, causing them to fulfil their responsibility in class half-heartedly. Tuition is expected to
fill the gap.
On the other hand, students also pay less
attention in the classroom as they feel that their

tutors will do the needful later. The level of respect for school teachers in the eyes of the pupil
has gone down considerably due to this fact.
The innate learning capacity of students
has been affected. Students have become dependent on tuition and tutors for understanding
concepts, rather than making an effort on their
own to investigate a subject and develop their
own understanding. That impedes the curious
nature and analytical and reflective ability of
the student. Where is the need for all that when
you are getting readymade material from tuition
centres to deal with an examination?
According to Dr. Sania Chaudhry, a public sector management analyst, school children
in Pakistan have a busy day. In the morning,
they attend the school session officially, while
after school hours they are busy with tuitions
that have become a necessity to score well in
exams. This regimen causes a mental burden
on students and restricts them from giving
their minds a break and indulging in activities
such as sports and other hobbies. Thus a child’s
social development is also under threat.
The parent-child relationship is also
affected. Helping children with their studies at
home is an important way for parents to bond
with them and acquaint themselves with the
habits, studying style, areas in need of improvement and strengths of their offspring. However,
tuition reduces the opportunity for parents to
know their child better.
In the past, all bright students took pride
in their results, as their performance was a result of their own hard work and not engineered
through tuition factories. What has happened
in the last two decades is that today it has
become a fashion, as well as a necessity, to take
tuition to secure better grades in the exams. Did
parents replace their efforts with tuition bills
or did teachers commercialise the profession of
teaching to exploit the most honourable profession of all times?
In a nutshell, the negative aspects of
giving tuition outweigh the positive ones. This
existing situation lays an important responsibility on school authorities as well as parents.
School authorities need to ensure that teachers
fulfil their responsibility to the students. An
effective monitoring mechanism needs to be
devised to ensure the quality of teaching in the
classroom. The parents, too, should try to pay
more attention to their children as they are
the first and most important teachers in their
children’s lives.
EDUCATION

Campus bullying: A prevailing
issue in Pakistan too
Dr. Fatima Khan

It was surprising for Mrs. Amjad Rehman that
Amna Rehman, her daughter, was showing reluctance to go to school. It was for the second
time in the week that she was avoiding school
on the pretext of a headache. The mother knew
it very well that she was fully fit and the headache was only a lame excuse. Amna is studying
at a private “English medium” school in ninth
grade in the Township area of Lahore. She
was the only child among all her four siblings
who had loved going to school. But during the
last two weeks, she had gone through such
an ordeal that going to school became really
fearsome for her. Two weeks back, during
first-term exams, Abida Mumtaz, one of her
classmates, while sitting behind her, asked for
her help to solve the physics paper. Amna flatly
refused; she could not do so. It was cheating,
and she did not believe in cheating in exams.
But, her refusal turned Abida against her.
She threatened Amana of dire consequences
during the paper, and from that day onwards,
she started chasing and bullying her, along
with her two other group fellows, whenever
they would get a chance. In the courtyard
during a free period, at the canteen, at the gate
after school closing time, they would give her a
shove, pull away her bag, and hurl nasty words
at her while passing by. Time and again they
threatened her of a “full-fledged” thrashing.
Amna is an introvert and mostly doesn’t
mix up with her classmates. Being good at
studies, she didn’t feel the need to join any
group of students in her class, and she enjoys
being lonely. But now, her habit has become a
curse for her. Many of classmates noted Abida’s group bullying her, but they only “enjoyed”
it instead of standing with the girl. For fear of
a severe reaction from the “mean girls group”,
she didn’t tell her teacher, or her mother.
However, that day, on her mother’s
insistence, she related all her ordeal, but still
suggested finding some other way out, instead
of asking the class in-charge to help resolve the
issue “as she would not accompany her all the
time on campus”.
Mawara Ahsan, a senior teacher at a private school system in Lahore, is not surprised
at the Amna story. She says bullying in educational institutes is common in Pakistan also,
but unfortunately the issue receives little or no
attention from people concerned. She says that
with the increasing decline of parental involvement in school affairs, bullying in educational
institutions has increased significantly in the
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last two decades. Quoting
the findings of a survey
report, published by the
Academia Magazine, the
teacher says Pakistan was
placed at 22nd position
in a list of 25 countries
studied for a research on
bullying.
The study says
roughly one in six children
aged 12 to 18 reported
being bullied in Pakistani
schools, according to data
released by the non-governmental authorities in
2018. However, that number likely fell dramatically
when schools shifted to
virtual learning.
An educationist,
Prof. Dr. Abiodollah,
regrets that a majority of
parents and a large number of teachers are unaware of the bullying concept, and they don’t
see bullying as an issue worth their attention.
He defines bullying as “unwanted, aggressive
behaviour among school-age children that
involves a real or perceived power imbalance.
The behaviour is repeated, or has the potential
to be repeated over time. Both children, who
are bullied and who bully others, may have
serious, lasting problems.”
Prof. Dr. Abiodollah, a senior teacher
at Punjab University’s Institute of Education
and Research (IER), says school administrations must understand the difference between
bullying and harassment. The two are often
used interchangeably, however, there are some
uniquenesses. Bullying behaviour reaches
harassment when a student is not just being
bullied about being small, rather they are
experiencing verbal bullying about their size as
a result of a physical disability.
The educationist says parents’ involvement and parents modelling respectful and
dignified behaviour is always seen as the first
line of defence against bullying. He says parents should stay involved with their children,
supervising and monitoring their behaviour,
talking to them about classes, peers, interests
and concerns, and encouraging involvement in
activities that are healthy.
Prof. Abiodollah endorses Amna
Rehman’s story, saying, “Children are often
reluctant to tell their teachers if they are being

targeted, but they are more likely to tell their
parents about their ordeal. So, parents should
take any report seriously, make sure the child
knows it is not their fault, and ask how they
would like the parents to help them.
The IER senior teacher says parents
should encourage their children to make good
friends. Children, who have even one close
friend, are less likely to be targeted. He says
one reason for Amna being bullied for weeks
was not having even a single good friend in
school.
It is a good omen that with the increasing use of social media, more and more people,
especially parents, are becoming aware of the
menace of bullying on campuses. In 2019, the
UNESCO Member States declared the first
Thursday of November every year International Day against Violence and Bullying at School
Including Cyberbullying. In the year 2021, the
day was marked on Nov 4. UNESCO Director
General Audrey Azoulay said in his message:
“Although this violence is not limited to school
premises, the education system has an important role to play in teaching students how to
navigate safely in the digital sphere.”
Former Punjab Education Minister Dr
Murad Raas promised that the provincial
government “would soon introduce new legislation for private schools, which would cover
the issues such as harassment and bullying at
schools”. However, nothing was later heard of
on the issue.
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Insulting Islam is straight out
of the BJP playbook
Apoorvanand

In the past few days, India’s governing Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) has found itself in the
middle of a political and diplomatic storm after
two of its high-ranking staffers – the party’s
national spokeswoman Nupur Sharma and
Delhi media operation head Naveen Kumar
Jindal – publicly made disparaging remarks
about Islam.
On Friday, hundreds of Muslims took to
the streets in the Uttar Pradesh city of Kanpur
to protest against the offensive remarks. Rather than moving to calm the tensions and punish those responsible under India’s hate speech
laws, the authorities responded with violence:
The police booked protesters under the state’s
stringent “Gangster Act” and even threatened
to “seize and demolish” their properties.
As the news about the offensive remarks
– and the government’s response to protests
over them – reached beyond the country’s
borders, at least five Arab nations, including
Qatar, lodged official protests against India.
Calls for a boycott of Indian goods have also
been made on social media in several Arab
countries and Indian products were removed
from shelves in some shops in Kuwait.
In the end, not the understandable anger
of Indian Muslims, it seems, but the threat of
international condemnation and economic
repercussions motivated Indian authorities to
embark on an operation to limit the damage. Soon after the diplomatic protests, the
government announced that strong action
had been taken against the accused – Sharma was suspended and Jindal expelled from
party membership. The BJP also issued a
generic statement, saying: “The party strongly
denounces insults of any religious personalities
of any religion.” India’s ambassador to Qatar,
Deepak Mittal, meanwhile, said the offending
remarks were made by some “fringe elements”
within the party, and did not represent the
views of the Indian government.
The move to “suspend” and “expel” the
staffers who insulted the prophet, and the
efforts to distance the government from their
comments, however, did not satisfy anyone
inside or outside India – and for good reason.
First of all, Sharma and Jindal can hardly
be described as “fringe elements” within the
party. After all, prior to the incident, they both
held high-ranking positions within the BJP –
positions that allowed them to speak for the
governing party and communicate its policies
and strategies to the nation.
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Secondly, and perhaps most importantly,
it is difficult to argue that their Islamophobic
views do not represent the government of India
when none of the BJP’s leaders came out to
issue a strong apology and the party’s Islamophobic policies, actions and statements are
already well documented.
Indeed, Islamophobia has always been
part and parcel of the BJP’s governing strategy.
In the not so distant past, for example,
the BJP’s leader, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, tried to make connections between
Muslim figures from India’s distant history and
current-day “terrorism and religious extremism” in two of his public speeches, implying
that India’s Muslims should be held responsible and punished for the alleged crimes
committed by their “ancestors”. He received
no pushback from the party for these blatantly
Islamophobic comments.
Yogi Adityanath, the BJP affiliated chief
minister of Uttar Pradesh, also made anti-Muslim speeches during the last state assembly
elections. In one such speech, he mocked Muslims and said he sees the state elections as a
battle between the 80 percent (the percentage
of Hindus in the state) and the 20 percent (the
percentage of Muslims).
The BJP-affiliated Chief Minister of
Assam Himanta Biswa Sarma is even more
brazen in his speeches. Last year, he called the
killing of two Muslims, including a minor, by
police officers during a forced eviction drive in
Assam “an act of revenge” for past “martyrdom”
of Hindus.
Under the BJP’s rule, several campaigns
have been started to ensure mosques and other
places sacred to Muslims across the country
are handed over to Hindus who claim that
these places were originally Hindu. There are,
for example, such campaigns currently under
way to transfer the Gyanvapi Mosque in Varanasi, Jamia mosque in Srirangapatna, Qutub
Minar in Delhi – and many others – to Hindus.
Earlier this year, right-wing Hindu
groups held processions in Muslim neighbourhoods and made hate speeches during Ram
Navmi celebrations in several states. In states
ranging from Gujarat to Delhi, Hindu men
wearing saffron scarves – and in some cases
carrying sticks and swords – played provocative songs laced with threats of genocide outside Muslim homes and mosques, and raised
hate slogans.
The BJP authorities not only refused to
punish these provocateurs but also used all of
the Indian state’s might to prevent Muslims
from defending themselves. Indeed, Muslim

men who stood up to these mobs were swiftly
arrested and their properties bulldozed by
authorities.
And beyond casually and regularly making Islamophobic comments, and supporting
the violent Islamophobia of their supporters,
BJP leaders have also passed countless Islamophobic and discriminatory policies and laws
in the past few years.
Laws criminalising triple talaq or instant
divorce, banning cow slaughter, criminalising
religious conversions supposedly in the name
of “preserving religious freedom”, criminalising unions between Muslim men and Hindu
women and executive orders across the country practically banning all meat consumption
are but a few examples of the Islamophobic
policies that took effect during the BJP’s reign
in India.
Of course, there is also The Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), which discriminates
against Muslims as it makes faith a basis for
granting Indian citizenship. The BJP government not only passed this anti-Muslim law but
also allowed its supporters to target Indian
Muslims protesting against it. None of the BJP
leaders who added fuel to the CAA-related
clashes faced any meaningful rebuke from the
party, despite the violence claiming hundreds
of lives.
In light of all this, it is clear that the BJP
government’s claims that the offending comments by Sharma and Jindal do not represent
its views are deeply disingenuous.
Those remarks were not missteps by
“fringe elements” within the governing party
or mistakes by a few low-ranking staffers, but
an accurate reflection of the BJP’s views on and
attitudes towards Muslims and Islam.
This reality was perhaps explained best
by the Saudi Arabia-based Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in a statement issued
about the latest controversy.
The OIC not only condemned the offending remarks by the BJP staffers in its official
statement but emphasised that they came in
a “context of intensifying hatred and abuse
toward Islam in India and systematic practices
against Muslims”.
The OIC’s statement clearly struck
a chord, as the Indian government swiftly
and sharply rejected it, calling the criticism
“unwarranted” and “narrow-minded”. “It is
regrettable that OIC Secretariat has yet again
chosen to make motivated, misleading and
mischievous comments. This only exposes its
divisive agenda being pursued at the behest of
vested interests,” it said.
ISLAMOPHOBIA

Queen’s platinum jubilee: A collective
misremembering of empire
Patrick Gathara

In his 1886 Gothic novella, The Strange Case of
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Scottish author Robert
Louis Stevenson tells the tale of Dr Henry
Jekyll, wealthy, well-born, and highly respected, who develops a potion that enables him to
separate his evil desires from the control of his
good self, thus giving rise to the grotesque and
deformed Edward Hyde. Jekyll believes that he
can receive the pleasure that both parts of his
being crave without each being encumbered by
the demands of the other.
Watching media coverage of festivities
marking Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee
– 70 years since she acceded to the
throne – I could not help feeling that
the British state had achieved something similar. The pomp and circumstance surrounding the celebrations,
from the marching troops to beacons
lit around the world, were undoubtedly reminiscent of the long-faded glories
of the empire, which today are personified by the queen and her family.
However, the memory of the horrors
that empire visited on millions around
the globe – where, to borrow Jekyll’s
description of his alter-ego Hyde, “evil
… had left on that body an imprint of
deformity and decay” – was almost
completely absent from the telling.
It was during a visit to Kenya
in February 1952 that she learned of
her father’s death and became queen.
She and her husband, Prince Philip,
had almost skipped that leg of their
imperial tour given that the colony was already
in the early stages of the armed Kenya Land
and Freedom Army peasant rebellion that the
world would come to know as the Mau Mau
uprising. The romanticised tale of the girl who
went up a tree a princess and descended a
queen tends to ignore the circumstances she
was thrust into as well as the death, torture,
brutalisation and dispossession of Kenyans
that would mark the first decade of her reign.
Needless to say, little of that made it into the
Platinum Jubilee brochure.
A large part of the international media
seemed to obsess over the reactions of fouryear-old Prince Louis to the Royal Air Force
(RAF) flypast, his facial expressions drawing
“howls of delight and amusement from the
watching crowd”. In November 1953, nearly
two years into Elizabeth’s reign, my father
would have been about the same age as Prince
Louis. I doubt many journalists would spend
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any time imagining his reactions over the next
20 months as RAF planes flew over the concentration camps into which the British had
forced 1.5 million people and dropped nearly
six million bombs on Kenyans demanding their
land and freedom. I imagine they would have
been very different.
Little ink will be spilled on another feature of Elizabeth II’s reign – Operation Legacy,
the systematic attempt to erase and distort the
truth about the colonial enterprise through the
wide-scale theft, destruction and doctoring of
documents as the wind of change swept her
empire away. In 2013, after a group of elderly
Kenyans sued the United Kingdom, the For-

erans in 2013 was a pittance compared to the
violence and dispossession suffered (remember
190 years ago the country used 40 percent of its
national budget to compensate slave owners –
not slaves – following the abolition of slavery),
and the British government continues to deny
liability for the sins of the colonial administration, in effect arguing that Kenyans had inherited the culpability for their own oppression.
The murmurs of “regret” at the atrocities thus
fall far short of an apology. More importantly,
there has been no effort made to find and punish the people who committed the atrocities,
even though some may still be alive.
Some may argue that as a constitution-

eign Office was forced to admit it had illegally
hidden more than one million colonial-era
documents that should have been declassified.
To date, these documents remain in the UK
and are yet to be repatriated to the colonies
they were stolen from.
Meant to spare the British government
the embarrassment and liability for the atrocities and crimes committed during the colonial
era, the existence of the archive was hidden not
just from Kenyans, but from the British people,
many of whom retain a romanticised version
of the empire as a benevolent undertaking and
remain deeply ignorant of its inhumanity.
The queen today is the Dr Jekyll to
the UK’s Mr Hyde – encapsulating the glory
and benevolence of the empire with the evil
separated out. Neither she nor her descendants
have deigned to acknowledge, apologise and
seek to make amends for the horrors visited
upon Kenyans in her name. The $25 million
grudgingly paid out to 5,000 Mau Mau vet-

al monarch, she wields little power over the
decisions made and actions carried out in her
name. However, by choosing to stay silent
while she and her family continue to enjoy the
fruits of oppression, she has effectively displayed either astounding moral cowardice or
quietly endorsed those actions and decisions.
Her Platinum Jubilee is a call to a collective misremembering of her imperial past and
the violence and misery the state she heads and
represents has wrought in the world. But like
Jekyll, the supply of carefully crafted falsehoods keeping the Hyde-bound truth at bay is
running out. Around the world, as evidenced
by the protests during recent royal tours of the
Caribbean and the determination expressed by
those nations to rid themselves of the queen as
head of state, the demand for an acknowledgement of the truth and for justice is building
steam. If the UK persists in trying to hide from
its dark past, it risks its international reputation and standing being consumed by it.
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Balochistan’s issues

The flawed and unjust approach of viewing
all issues in Balochistan through the security lens has further exacerbated the existing
problems in the province instead of resolving
them. The state appears to view the province
as a gateway for foreign proxies and the land of
insurgents waiting to be exploited. Narratives emerging from these two perspectives
have overshadowed other vital issues of the
province, leading to nothing but political and
social chaos.
One of the key elements that underpin
Balochistan’s lack of social and economic
development is its tribal customs and people’s
stubborn adherence to the most antiquated
of norms. For the common Baloch, man or
woman, the tribal chief represents the ultimate
authority of the state and society. The power
enjoyed by tribal chiefs across the province
remains unchallenged, serving as a bulwark
against rights-based social and economic
development. It also creates opportunities for
accumulation of wealth and exploitation of
resources by a few, breeding the stark inequalities in the province.
These tribal chieftains enjoy access to
high-quality, expensive education both at
home and abroad. Ideally, such an exposure
should open up their eyes and minds to the
plight of the lesser mortals, but since life is far
from ideal, this exposure only ends up increasing their ability to rub shoulders with power
brokers in the land. The people continue to
vote for such leaders, considering them their
only chance of having some representation in
Islamabad.
It should be remembered that Balochistan contributes a major share of its revenue
to the national exchequer, which is a fact
that gets pushed aside by the security-centric
narrative. But this contribution of the province
does not bring employment opportunities for
its inhabitants.
It is ironic that when this issue is raised
with the government, those in power cite the
high percentage of unskilled and jobless people
as an excuse for not investing in human and
social development of these areas. It is an open
secret that concrete steps have never been
taken for imparting vocational or skills-based
training and creating economic opportunities
in the province. The bounty of Gwadar, Reko
Diq and Sui is apparently meant for people
everywhere except the locals.
As such, prolonged debates about the
security situation in Balochistan will remain
inconclusive unless the economic plight of the
locals is made an integral part of the equation.
It is good that the government is trying to talk
to nationalist groups, but any effort would be
in vain if it does not address the socio-economic problems.
This is not to say that the government
should not protect itself and the province
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through ongoing measures, such as fencing of
borders or enhanced security measures. All
that needs to be done is to simultaneously
work on schemes related to education, healthcare and economic activities to allow the locals
a chance at self-development. To deny basic
rights is unfair. The politics of fear must end.
Muhammad Sharif Otho
Sobhodero

Karachi University’s
painful culture

Those familiar with the norms and organisational culture of Karachi University know
that it often takes months, even years in some
cases, to issue an identity card or an enrolment
card; both are issued separately by different
departments under different procedures. Many
students receive their enrolment or identity
cards well past their graduation from the
university, thanks to the inefficient administration comprising people with pathetic work
ethics.
It is against this background that one
should see the chaos at the entrance points to
the university following the recent terrorist
attack outside the KU’s Confucius Institute in
the wake of which the security staff refused to
allow anyone inside without ‘proper documentation’, meaning the identity or enrolment
cards.
All this, including the terrorist attack
itself, could have been avoided had the university administration issued identity and enrolment cards to students on time, and kept a
vigilant eye on who entered the campus. Amid
this chaos and inefficiency, the greatest loss
is that of the students. The one thing the KU
administration is good at is in matters related
to promotions and benefits. There have been
instances of retrospective promotion of retired
and even deceased employees. The university
bureaucracy is short of qualified people, and it
appears to be resolving this issue through promotion of clerks, superintendents and assistants. As a result, the middle cadre of officials
has disappeared from the university bureaucracy, which is the very group of officials that
ensures smooth running of affairs, like, say, the
issuance of identity cards to students.
It is high time the higher authorities and
the university officials realised the actual cost
of their unprofessionalism and rather blatantly
self-serving lethargy.
Farhan Ahmed
Karachi

A teacher’s plight

One of my friends was recently asked by
education officials in her district to pay more
than Rs25,000 to be posted as a primary
school teacher in her own locality. This person
had been waiting eagerly for her appointment
letter for quite some time. However, to her

dismay, the long-awaited letter told her that
she had been posted in a far-away village.
Being the only breadwinner of the family
and the lone attendant to her ailing father, she
requested the education officials for a posting
closer to her home. However, she was told to
furnish the said amount.
What kind of a country do we live in?
With such officials in charge of the country’s
education system, how can we hope to promote good values and habits in our children?
The officials concerned should have at least
shown some empathy towards hardworking
women. Money earned by causing pain to
others never lets its owner sleep in peace. But,
apparently, that is not an element that carries
much weight in many an eye.
Tasawur Fatima
Naushahro Feroze

Grand dialogue

The government’s offer of holding a ‘grand dialogue’ involving all stakeholders for the sake
of the country’s progress and development is a
welcome step and indicates the government’s
sincerity in steering the country out of the
current crisis which is actually a bunch of crises. The same report also carried the stance of
the opposition which is willing to talk about
nothing but election timeline.
Whether it is public health, education,
or economic development, the priorities of the
government are clear. Anything and everything
that lessens people’s worries and addresses
their problems is up on the agenda. Although
the opposition and the media are criticising
the government over soaring inflation, one
must look into the reality. The common man is
under the burden of unprecedented hyperinflation owing to imprudent decisions of the
previous government in the shape of harsh
terms and conditions agreed with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). You reap what
you sow, goes the maxim, and, as a nation, we
are doing just that.
The outright rejection of the government’s suggestion of a grand dialogue to build
some sort of consensus on critical issues by the
opposition makes one wonder what exactly is
the plan. The situation calls for one and all to
rise above petty politics and accord primacy to
the national interest.
One should be beyond personal likes
and dislikes and focus on the progress and
prosperity of the nation. One hopes the opposition would be sincere enough to the cause of
greater good by being an active player in the
dialogue process.
On its part, the government needs to
make sure that the proposed dialogue is really
meant for the welfare of the public in the
truest possible sense. Mere words will not do
anything if they are not backed by actions.
Syed Ali Qasim
Lahore
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A pigment’s shift in chemistry
robbed a painted yellow
rose of its brilliance
Carolyn Gramling

The fading of a once-vibrant yellow
rose reveals how the ravages of time
and chemical alteration can dampen
the visual power of a painting.
Most of the flowers in Abraham Mignon’s 17th century painting
Still Life with Flowers and a Watch seem to leap off the canvas. But one
yellow rose, painted with arsenic sulfide–based orpiment pigment, is a
flat, jarring element. That wasn’t Mignon’s intention: The rose lost its
luster due to the chemical transformation of some of its original bright
pigment into colorless lead arsenates, researchers report in Science Advances. Paintings conservator Nouchka De Keyser of the Rijksmuseum in
Amsterdam and colleagues analyzed the rose using noninvasive techniques including X-ray fluorescence imaging and X-ray powder diffraction. The team first mapped the lingering traces of arsenic, lead, calcium
and other chemical elements in the layers of paint to reveal how Mignon
carefully layered paint to create a nearly three-dimensional rose out of
light and shadow.
The analyses also revealed two newer crystals on the rose containing both lead and arsenic. Called mimetite and schultenite, the crystals
are the product of a series of chemical reactions. First, the reaction of orpiment with light created a highly mobile type of arsenic called arsenolite.
That mobilized arsenolite then found its way to an underlying layer of
lead white paint and chemically reacted with it to produce the mimetite
and schultenite. The crystals lack the bright color of the orpiment — instead, they are colorless and flatten the flower’s appearance.

Ancient penguin bones reveal
unprecedented shrinkage in
key Antarctic glaciers
Douglas Fox

Antarctica’s Pine Island and Thwaites
glaciers are losing ice more quickly than
they have at any time in the last few
thousand years, ancient penguin bones
and limpet shells suggest. Scientists are
worried that the glaciers, two of Antarctica’s fastest-shrinking ones, are in the process of unstable, runaway
retreat. By reconstructing the history of the glaciers using the old bones
and shells, researchers wanted to find out whether these glaciers have
ever been smaller than they are today. “If the ice has been smaller in the
past, and did readvance, that shows that we’re not necessarily in runaway
retreat” right now, says glacial geologist Brenda Hall of the University of
Maine in Orono. The new result, described in Nature Geoscience, “doesn’t
give us any comfort,” Hall says. “We can’t refute the hypothesis of a
runaway retreat.” Pine Island and Thwaites glaciers sit in a broad ocean
basin shaped like a bowl, deepening toward the middle. This makes the
ice vulnerable to warm currents of dense, salty water that hug the ocean
floor. Scientists have speculated that as the glaciers retreat farther inland,
they could tip into an irreversible collapse. That collapse could play out
over centuries and raise the sea level by roughly a meter. To reconstruct
how the glaciers have changed over thousands of years, the researchers
turned to old penguin bones and shells, collected by Scott Braddock, a
glacial geologist in Hall’s lab, during a research cruise in 2019 on the U.S.
icebreaker Nathaniel B. Palmer.
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Omega-3 fatty acids may
reduce blood pressure
Ashley Lyles

About 3 grams of an omega-3
fatty acid, either in the form
of supplements or food,
may reduce blood pressure,
a new study suggests.
The findings show
a substantial reduction in
blood pressure for people
who added a moderate amount of omega-3 fatty acids to their diet,
particularly eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA) plus docosahexaenoic
acid (DHA) combined, in doses of 2 to 3 grams per day, reported
Xin Zhang, PhD, of Macau University of Science and Technology
in Taipa, Macau, China, and colleagues. This report expands on
past research by including more recent studies, and uses a novel
statistical method, the study authors noted. “An optimal dose
of omega-3 fatty acids is potentially needed for blood pressure
control in the general population, but individuals who are at high
risk of developing cardiovascular diseases may benefit from higher
doses,” the researchers concluded.
Prior research on omega-3 fatty acids over the last 25 years
has shown conflicting results, says Srihari S. Naidu, MD, professor
of medicine at New York Medical College in ValhallaNY, who was
not involved in the study. “The most recent large trials, two of
them showed conflicting results, and more importantly they also
showed that there may be an increased risk of bleeding and other
complications such as (an irregular heartbeat),” Naidu says.

Study suggests walking can
help prevent knee pain
Jay Croft

A new study has found that
walking can ward off knee pain
for people with osteoarthritis.
This condition affects more than
32 million adults in the United
States.
As a form of exercise, walking traditionally has been promoted
as benefitting your heart. Lately, it has been linked with battling depression and cognitive impairment as well. The new study, published
by Wiley Online Library, suggests that walking could also help
prevent joint discomfort.
“In individuals over 50 years old with knee osteoarthritis,
walking for exercise was associated with less development of frequent knee pain,” the authors wrote. “These findings support that
walking for exercise should be encouraged for people with knee
osteoarthritis.” The study began in 2004, looking at more than 1,000
people over age 50 who had osteoarthritis in the knee, the most
common type in the country. Participants reported how much they
exercised, symptoms of their osteoarthritis, and pain levels. After
four years, more than a third, or 37%, who didn’t walk for exercise
experienced frequent pain; just 26% of those who walked experienced the same pain.
Arthritis is inflammation of the joints. Osteoarthritis, sometimes called “wear and tear arthritis,” is the most common form of it.
It is associated with a breakdown of cartilage in the joints and can
occur in almost any joint. It commonly occurs in the weight-bearing
joints including the hips, knees, and spine. It also affects the fingers,
thumb, neck, and large toe.
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