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PDM’s last hope
Muhammad Ali

The government and its allies have decided to
hold elections on time, hoping that they would
improve the economy and provide relief to the
common people after a few months. However, the ground realities show it is not easy to
revive the economy in a couple of months or
years and recent floods have worsened the
situation.
It is also a fact that Pakistan’s economy
is in bad shape because of the poor performance of parties of the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) government, especially
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PM-N)
and the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), which
have been in power for decades in Pakistan.
They lack the capacity to resolve national and
local issues. It is futile to expect any miracle
from the coalition government, which hangs
by a thread and lacks the capacity to make
decisions on time. Like coalition governments
in the past, its main focus is to please its allies,
which leave no chance to blackmail it. Cracks
have already appeared in the government after
its failure to meet the demands of its partners.
Besides, Pakistan’s issues are so complex that
they cannot be resolved in months and years.
A dedicated effort for decades is needed to
improve the economy and resolve national and
public issues.
At this point of time, the coalition partners, especially the PML-N and the PPP, feel
that they cannot win the next election if it is
held in a few months. High prices of food and
essentials have eroded their credibility among
the people. They believe that they are at the
lowest ebb of their popularity and if they continue till August, 2023, they may be able to fix
the economy and provide relief to the common
people. It is their outside chance. However, the
ground realities show the situation will not
improve in Pakistan, at least in a few months
and years. The recent floods have worsened the
prospects of any improvement.
It is feared that floods may have caused
over $40 billion in economic losses. It is three
times more than the initial estimate of $10-$12
billion. The new number is even far higher than
the $30 billion figure given by United Nations
Secretary General Antonio Guterres.
The finance ministry has also warned
that the economic outlook is surrounded by
global and domestic uncertainties, including
lower growth, especially in the wake of recent
heavy rains and floods affecting Kharif crops as
well as elevated inflation. It also warned that
recessionary tendencies may hurt Pakistan’s
export markets in the coming months. “The
economic outlook is surrounded by global and
4

domestic uncertainties. Geopolitical tensions
remain unabated, worldwide inflation remains
high, interest rates show tendencies to rise,
and the US dollar strengthens. Pakistan’s
external environment is facing increasing challenges,” the ministry said in its latest monthly
economic update.
Fitch Solutions has also revised Pakistan’s real GDP growth forecast for the fiscal
year 2022-23 down to 0.2pc, from 0.6pc previously, while stating that the severe floods in Pakistan would weigh on agricultural production
and exacerbate the country’s external imbalances. In its latest report, it said that a reduction in crop production would also likely lead
to higher inflation, which in turn could prompt
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to tighten
monetary policy even more aggressively than
what is currently expected. Economic hardship
due to adverse weather poses
additional downside risks to
social stability in the country
too. It expected floods in
Pakistan to exacerbate the already weak economic outlook
and political situation. “We
have lowered our real GDP
growth forecast for Pakistan
to 0.2pc for 2022-23 (July–
June), from 0.6pc previously,
as adverse weather conditions
will not only reduce agricultural production which
accounts for 19pc of GDP
but also weigh on exports
and exacerbate Pakistan’s
external imbalances. Fitch expects the flooding
to negatively impact Pakistan’s agricultural
production, as the current crop is damaged and
future plantings will likely be delayed. As much
as half of Pakistan’s current cotton crop has
been damaged, while the outlook for Pakistan’s
rice crop is also bleak. This will likely see the
country’s trade deficit widen as agricultural
exports fall and food imports rise.”
It said the flood would also have negative
implications for the downstream manufacturing sector, for instance, cotton is a key input
component for the textile industry which
accounts for about 56.5pc of overall exports.
The report further stated that Pakistan was
facing a potential balance of payments crisis
before the floods hit. A widening trade deficit
would further weigh on the dwindling foreign
exchange reserves and the Pakistani rupee. The
agency highlights that it sees downside risks to
its forecasts for the current account deficit to
widen to 4pc in the fiscal year 2023, as foreign
reserves are also falling. As of 26th August,
the country’s foreign reserve holdings fell to

around an eight-year low of $13.4 billion. This
amounts to about 2.7 months of import cover
which is less than the three months minimum
recommended by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).
In view of the situation, the coalition
government should hold elections. It will surely lose, with a huge majority to Imran Khan
and his party, but it will turn the public focus
away from it, on the next government. As the
situation will not improve in a few months, the
PML-N and the PPP could turn the tables on
the next government.
On the other hand, former Prime Minister Imran Khan has raised public hopes beyond
reality. He has been demanding early elections
since his ouster. If elections are held now, he
will sweep them. However, the government is
not willing to hold elections in a few months

for fear of a heavy loss. The government wants
to delay them as long as possible, without realizing that it would not benefit it at all. It needs
massive funds to rehabilitate flood victims
for years. In the situation, it will be difficult
for any government to provide relief to the
common people. The situation will not be as
easy as Imran Khan believes. It will be difficult
for him to lower prices after coming to power.
Under IMF conditions, he will not be able to
provide subsidies on fuel and electricity as he
did in his government. In this situation, he will
fail to provide immediate relief to people. He
may face the wrath of people sooner than expected because he has raised their expectations
beyond ground realities.
The country also needs political stability,
which has eluded it for decades. Protests by
opposition parties start days and months after
the installation of a new government. Elections
should be held in a transparent way, so that
all political parties accept their results. It will
ensure political stability in the country, which
is vital to attain economic sustainability.
POLITICS

World food crisis
looms large
Nasim Ahmed

According to the latest report by the World
Food Programme, over 800 million people in
the world go to bed hungry every night, while
the number of those facing acute food insecurity has gone up from 135 million to 345 million.
On the other hand, about 50 million people in
45 countries are facing famine conditions.
Experts say that the global food crisis has
not yet reached its peak, with predictions that
inflation will continue to creep up and by next
year, the crisis will further worsen. The UN
has warned that the year 2023 might be even
more troublesome than the crippling events of
2022, underscored by food prices remaining
stubbornly high.
A deadly
combination of
factors is behind
the current world
food crisis. Wars
and conflicts are
the biggest cause
of hunger, with
60 percent of the
world's hungry living in war zones or
nearby. The ongoing
war in Ukraine has
forced people out of
their homes, depriving them of their
sources of income.
Climate
shocks also accentuate hunger. Climate change is destroying lives, crops
and livelihoods,
and undermining
people’s ability to feed themselves. Another
major factor is the economic consequences of
the COVID-19 pandemic which pushed a large
proportion of the world’s population below the
poverty line. Rising prices and costs of production and transportation have also played a role
in exacerbating world hunger.
With the Russian invasion of Ukraine
and the crumbling of the breadbasket of Europe, the weaknesses in the world’s interconnected food system have been fully exposed.
Before the war, Ukraine produced enough food
to feed 400 million people per year. The war
had immediate implications for countries that
HUNGER

rely heavily on grain imports from both Russia
and Ukraine which are major players in global
wheat and maize markets.
According to an estimate, 35 African and
food insecure countries imported at least a
third of their wheat from Ukraine or Russia–
18 over 50% – with four countries sourcing
over 80% of their wheat from the two nations.
These include Eritrea, Somalia, Congo and
Laos. As things stand, five or six countries control the production of the most important food
commodities such as wheat. So, any disruption
of the supply chain affects the whole world
whenever there is a problem with any of the
producers.
Among other things, high fertilizer costs

have the resources required to help the needy
nations. The agency requires US$24 billion
to reach 153 million people in 2022. However, with the global economy reeling from the
COVID-19 pandemic, the gap between needs
and funding is bigger than ever before.
It is reported that unless the necessary
resources are made available, many lives will be
lost and hard-earned development gains will
be reversed. Right now it is food prices that
are the challenge, not food availability. Food is
available but the prices are too high. Farmers
face very difficult times as the cost of fertilizers
doubled this year. The costs are then passed
onto the consumer, resulting in higher prices
across all food products.

drive up food prices. The prime examples are
Lebanon – 240% food inflation, – Zimbabwe –
309% food inflation,– Venezuela – 155% food
inflation – and Sudan – 149% food inflation.
Food inflation together with currency
value loss has made purchasing food in international markets a difficult proposition. Food
inflation in Germany reached 16.6% year-onyear this August, while the costs of food in the
EU increased to 12.8% in July, compared to last
year. Similarly, in the US food inflation is higher than the general inflation number (10.9%
compared to 8.5% in July).
The tragedy is that the WFP does not

Experts have opined that to avert
the hunger catastrophe the world is facing,
everyone must lend a helping hand. Private
sector companies can support the UN agencies
through technical assistance and knowledge
transfers, as well as financial contributions.
High net-worth individuals and ordinary
citizens alike can all play a part, and youths,
influencers and celebrities can raise their voices against the injustice of global hunger. The
world has never faced the kind of food crisis
it is facing now. This is a historical emergency
which can be tackled only through all-inclusive cooperation by all nations of the world.
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Elusive stability
Shahid Hussain

The confidence of investors in Pakistan’s
economy has not been restored even after the
revival of the International Monetary Fund
package. Yields on Pakistan’s international
bonds and Sukuk have increased in global markets; the rupee continues to fall against the US
dollar, while foreign direct investment is also
declining rapidly. On the other hand, prices of
food and essentials are at a historic high while
recent floods have compounded the problems
of the country and its people.
International investors’ trust in Pakistan’s bonds has waned significantly over
recent national and global developments,
including the strengthening of the US dollar
against global currencies, high inflation in the
world and its fallout in Pakistan, depreciation
of the rupee, and low foreign exchange reserves
in the country. Sukuk yields have risen sharply
and touched 39pc recently. The yield of another international bond of 10 years, worth $1
billion, which will mature on April 15, 2024,
has already touched 42pc.
On the other hand, net foreign direct
investment in the financial year 2021-22 stood
at merely $1.87 billion as compared to $1.82 billion in 2020-21. According to the State Bank of
Pakistan, the net FDI of just $59 million in July
was almost half as compared to $104 million
in the same month of last year. Going at this
rate, it would be difficult even to maintain the
last year’s FDI level. Pakistan needs to enhance
its FDI to at least $10 billion to deal with the
current economic challenges.
Meanwhile, the rupee continues to lose
its value against the US dollar. The government believed that the currency would
recover and the dollar would fall below Rs200
after the IMF package was revived. However, the situation has not changed even after
receiving $1.16b. International and national
estimates say the dollar will settle at over
Rs250 or even more. Both exporters and
importers are facing troubles because of the
rupee’s falling value. According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan, the rupee is declining
because of the rising import bill. According to
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Pakistan’s
oil and edible imports grew by 11.4pc in the
first two months of the current fiscal year to
$5.08 billion from $4.56b a year ago. The oil
import bill increased by over 7pc to $3.30b in
July-August from $3.08b over the corresponding months of last year. The food import bill
rose by over 21pc to $1.78b in the two months
under review from $1.47b a year ago to bridge
the local production gap.
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Pakistan’s goods exports jumped by
11.6pc year-on-year in August 2022 compared
to the same month last fiscal year, while
imports contracted by 8.26pc to $6.03 billion
from $6.577 billion in August 2021. In July, the
exports dropped by 5.17pc; however, the export proceeds bounced back to $2.5 billion in
August against $2.24 billion in the same month
last year. On a month-on-month basis, the
export proceeds increased by 11pc. Pakistan’s
current account deficit also posted a massive
45pc month-on-month decrease at $1.21 billion
in July 2022 in comparison to a deficit of $2.2
billion in June. "The narrower deficit is the
result of wide-ranging measures taken in recent months to moderate growth and contain

may impact the economic outlook through
agriculture performance. Inflation has continued to accelerate in recent months, mainly
due to supply shocks that have created very
significant monthly impulses on the CPI level.
If these monthly impulses can be contained to
more normal levels in future months, inflation
may start to decelerate,” it observed.
Pakistan fears that floods might have
caused over $40 billion in economic losses and
damages. Fitch Solutions has revised Pakistan’s
real GDP growth forecast for the fiscal year
2022-23 down to 0.2pc, from 0.6pc previously,
while stating that the severe floods in Pakistan
would weigh on agricultural production and
exacerbate the country’s external imbalances. In

imports, including tight monetary policy, fiscal
consolidation and some temporary administrative measures,” the State Bank of Pakistan said.
However, the finance ministry has
warned that the economic outlook is surrounded by global and domestic uncertainties,
including lower growth, especially in the wake
of recent heavy rains and floods affecting crops
as well as elevated inflation. It has also warned
that recessionary tendencies may hurt Pakistan’s export markets in the coming months.
“The economic outlook is surrounded by global
and domestic uncertainties. Geopolitical
tensions remain unabated, worldwide inflation
remains high, interest rates show tendencies to
rise, and the US dollar strengthens. Pakistan’s
external environment is, therefore, facing
increasing challenges,” the ministry noted in
its monthly economic update. “Domestically,
the government has taken necessary measures
to comply with IMF requirements. These
have further increased inflation, but also have
the positive effect of alleviating the external
financing constraints. Recent floods caused by
abnormally heavy monsoon rains have adversely affected important and minor crops which

its latest report, Fitch Solutions said a reduction
in crop production would also likely lead to
higher inflation, which in turn could prompt the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to tighten monetary policy even more aggressively than what is
currently expected. It expects floods in Pakistan
to exacerbate the already weak economic outlook and political situation. “On the economic
front, we have lowered our real GDP growth
forecast for Pakistan to 0.2pc for 2022-23 (July –
June), from 0.6pc previously, as adverse weather
conditions will not only reduce agricultural
production which accounts for 19pc of GDP but
also weigh on exports and exacerbate Pakistan’s
external imbalances,” it noted.
Pakistan’s exports are already not
enough to meet its international and national
needs. It is feared that exports will drop in the
coming weeks and months, which will widen
the current account deficit and put more
pressure on foreign reserves. Foreign direct
investment in the country is also declining.
The political crisis is contributing immensely
to economic instability. In this situation, all
stakeholders should sit together to evolve a
consensus to improve the national economy.
ECONOMICS

IMF bailouts are no solution to
Pakistan’s economic problems
Muhammad Asim Nisar

Pakistan’s current account deficit is a hardy
perennial. The government wrongly thinks
that loans from the IMF is an answer to the
problem. At best, the dole-out from the international donor provides a temporary relief.
Ultimately, Pakistan has to find an indigenous
solution to its current account problem. The
latest loan tranche of $1.12 billion from the IMF
has made no difference to the liquidity crisis
the country is facing.
The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) reported $8.8 billion of forex reserves for the week
ended September 2, showing an increase of 14 per cent over a week earlier. The reserves now represent import
cover of just 1.6 months, up marginally
from 1.5 months a few weeks earlier.
On the other hand, the devastating
floods, which caused $15-20bn of
losses, as per the government’s initial
estimate, have further aggravated
Pakistan’s economic fundamentals.
The latest State Bank of Pakistan figures show that the current account deficit jumped to the
second-highest ever level of $17.3bn in
2021-22 from $2.82bn in 2020-21. The
deficit has stayed at more than $1bn in
nine of the twelve months of 2021-22
and was $1.21bn in July 2022.
If steps are not taken to reduce
the deficit, it will put further pressure
on our meagre forex reserves and the
Pakistan rupee will lose more value. As stated
above, the handouts from the IMF or more
loans from other countries is no answer to the
current account problem which is basically
caused by our widening trade imbalance which
totaled $48.38bn for 2021-22, going up by 56pc
from a year earlier, according to a report by
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS). The
increase in the trade deficit was due to the
42pc rise in imports as opposed to just a 27pc
growth in exports.
The long term solution lies in increasing
exports and cutting imports which is not being
done. No government has paid sufficient attention to this aspect of the matter. No doubt, a
principal reason for surging import costs has
been the unusual movement in international
commodity prices. But things are easing on
this front lately which will give some relief to
Pakistan.
It may be added here that prices of various commodities, such as wheat, copper, and
ECONOMICS

crude oil, have fallen recently amid rising interest rates around the world. The Brent oil price
is down nearly 25pc from its recent peak. The
Bloomberg Commodity Index, which tracks
prices of nearly two dozen materials, including
grains and energy products, has fallen by 13pc
since mid-June. This decline should help cut
down Pakistan’s import bill.
But because of structural weaknesses
Pakistan trade remains vulnerable to the
vagaries of the international market. Another
price hike, and our trade deficit will soar. A
sustainable solution is to increase our exports
and for this we should take urgent steps to
strengthen and widen our industrial and man-

our economy. According to experts, Pakistan’s
output of petrol and diesel can rise by around
50pc if refineries fully utilise their plants.
Needless to say, the oil refining industry
must expand its capacity at the earliest policy.
To this end the policymakers should work
with the refining industry and other stakeholders, such as the independent power producers
to ensure full utilisation of installed capacity as
well as add to it. The government should also
devise a new package of policies to encourage
investment in expanding and upgrading oil
refineries and plants.
Another way to boost local production
is to deregulate the petroleum sector. Unnec-

ufacturing base.
We need to reduce our imports, particularly of energy products such as petrol
and diesel which are the biggest burden on
our import bill. The crude oil price surged
in the first half of 2022, but prices of refined
products like petrol and diesel went up even
higher due to soaring demand. With high prices and growing consumption, Pakistan ended
up spending $12bn on procuring petroleum
products in 2021-22.
One way to ease the burden is to raise
the domestic production of petrol and diesel
higher. In this sector we have not done much.
The country’s oil refining industry has stagnated during the last few years. According
to a report, a large chunk of the oil refining
capacity remains underutilised. As a result,
roughly 30-40pc of the country’s diesel and 6070pc of petrol demand is met through imports,
as per various estimates. This is a big drain on

essary government interventions, such as the
regulator’s role, have done more harm than
good. Rather the market should be made free
and competition should be encouraged.
A tested and tried way to boost exports
is to open up the economy, invite foreign
investment and link up with multilateral
trading systems. Trade barriers should be
removed so that the domestic industries can
procure raw materials and equipment globally
at attractive prices. In this way Pakistan’s
domestic companies will be in a position to
produce high-quality products and compete
in the international market. Incentives like
duty-free imports of machinery should be
given to exporters to scale up their operations.
It is time Pakistan stopped looking towards
the IMF for relief and devised new ways to
boost exports which alone can provide a longterm solution to the ticklish issue of current
account deficit.
7

Signs of early relief?
Husnain Shahid

Inflation has started decreasing in Pakistan, albeit slightly, which shows the measures taken
by the government will bring down prices in
a few months. The government also hopes to
reduce the power tariff in the coming months,
which will provide real relief to the common
people. Pakistan’s exports, remittances and tax
collection are also rising, which are positive
signs for the economy, though serious external
and external challenges persist, especially after
the devastating floods.
In the past week, inflation decreased by
0.19pc, and the year-on-year increase dropped
from 42.70pc to 40.58pc. According to the
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), prices
of 30 essential commodities increased while
rates of 10 commodities decreased. The prices
of 11 commodities remained stable. It said
the annual inflation rate was 33.03pc for the
group earning up to Rs17,732 per month and
38.29pc for those making between Rs17,733
and Rs22,888 per month. The annual inflation
rate was 37.74pc for those earning between
Rs22,889 and Rs29,517 per month, 38.10pc for
those making between Rs29,518 and Rs44,175
per month and 41.81pc for those earning more
than Rs44,176 per month. The August inflation
rate had jumped to a 47-years-high level of
27.3pc due to the government’s decision to
increase prices of electricity and fuel.
Pakistan’s current account deficit also
saw a massive 45pc month-on-month decrease,
clocking in at $1.21 billion in July, in comparison to a deficit of $2.2 billion in June. According to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the
current account deficit shrank to $1.2b in July
from $2.2b in June, largely reflecting a sharp
decline in energy imports and a continued
moderation in other imports. “The narrower
deficit is the result of wide-ranging measures
taken in recent months to moderate growth
and contain imports, including tight monetary
policy, fiscal consolidation and some temporary administrative measures,” it added.
Pakistan’s goods exports jumped by
11.6pc year-on-year in August, compared to the
same month last fiscal year, while imports contracted by 8.26pc to $6.03 billion from $6.577
billion in Aug 2021, provisional data showed.
In July, exports dropped by 5.17pc; however,
export proceeds bounced back to $2.5 billion
in the month under review against $2.24 billion in the same month last year. On a monthon-month basis, export proceeds increased
by 11pc. They had posted a negative growth of
14.75pc in August 2020. In July-August, total
export proceeds stood at $4.75 billion against
8

$4.58 billion in the corresponding period last
year, indicating a growth of 3.71pc.
In another positive development, overseas Pakistanis remitted $2.7 billion in August.
The country received $2.724b in August, a
growth of almost 8pc on a month-on-month
basis. However, the amount was just 1.5pc
higher when compared with $2.682b in August
2021. Besides, in July-August, remittances by
overseas workers dropped by 3.2pc to $5.247b
from $5.418b a year ago. Earlier, experts feared
remittances might decline since the cost of
living in the Middle East and Europe has gone
high, which may dent remittances from these
regions, but healthy inflows in August quelled
all such speculations.
However, the recent floods pose a serious
challenge to the country and its economy
despite some positive
developments on the
economic front. The
finance ministry has
warned that the economic outlook is surrounded by global and
domestic uncertainties,
including lower growth,
especially in the wake
of recent heavy rains
and floods affecting
Kharif crops as well as
elevated inflation. It has
also warned that the
recessionary tendencies
may hurt Pakistan’s export markets in the
coming months. “The economic outlook is surrounded by global and domestic uncertainties.
Geopolitical tensions remain unabated, worldwide inflation remains high, interest rates
show tendencies to rise, and the US dollar
strengthens. Pakistan’s external environment
is, therefore, facing increasing challenges,” the
ministry stated in its monthly update. “Domestically, the government has taken necessary
measures to comply with IMF requirements.
These have further increased inflation, but
also have the positive effect of alleviating the
external financing constraints. Recent floods
caused by abnormally heavy monsoon rains
have adversely affected important and minor
crops which may impact the economic outlook
through agriculture performance. Inflation
has continued to accelerate in recent months,
mainly due to supply shocks that have created
very significant monthly impulses on the CPI
level. If these monthly impulses can be contained to more normal levels in future months,
inflation may start to decelerate,” it noted.
According to the ministry, econom-

ic growth remains positive. But restrictive
demand management and high inflation may
cause Pakistan’s cyclical position to deteriorate
in the coming months. This cooling off may
bode well for the trade balance and by extension for the current account balance, official
reserves, and the exchange rate. On the other
hand, recessionary tendencies in Pakistan’s
main export markets may contain exports.
Furthermore, Pakistan’s NEER has significantly depreciated in recent months, and its REER
appreciated again in June. The current account
balance is expected to improve considerably in
the coming months. The new agreement with
the IMF ensures that Pakistan’s external financing needs will be met. This opens room for
further implementation of supply-side policies
that should elevate Pakistan’s potential growth

rate to a higher sustainable level. One essential
necessary condition for this to happen is a
drastic increase in Pakistan’s propensity to invest. Physical and human capital accumulation
and productivity enhancement are the essential
ingredients to upgrade Pakistan’s sustainable
long-run growth path, it observed.
Fitch Solutions has also warned that the
severe floods would weigh on agricultural production and exacerbate the country’s external
imbalances. It noted that the economy faces
significant challenges. According to Bloomberg,
Pakistan needs to service $3 billion of debt
through June 2023, including a $1.7 billion
repayment due in December. Given the extent
of flooding and the reduction in crop output,
Fitch also expects the number of citizens
facing food insecurity to rise further, posing
additional downside risks to social stability.
In this situation, all parties should shun
their political differences and work together to
rehabilitate flood victims. However, it is a shortterm agenda. Their real target should be longterm planning to put the country on the path to
sustained development and prosperity.
ECONOMICS

Pak-Afghan relations
under Taliban
Raza Khan

The Taliban regime of Afghanistan, known as
Emirate-e-Islami Afghanistan, has completed one year in power and during the period
relations between Kabul and Islamabad have
deteriorated instead of improving. There are
several reasons for the decline in relations
between the two countries, however, before
dilating upon the reasons it becomes important to briefly understand the context of ties
between the two sides.
The Afghan Taliban rose to prominence
in 1994 and within a couple of years captured
entire Afghanistan through the force of arms
by defeating rival militias during the civil war.
Soon after their emergence, Pakistan, under
former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto (199396), extended full support to them against
all other warring factions. With Pakistan’s
support, the Taliban were able to control entire
Afghanistan by September 1996. The then Pakistan Interior Minister Major Gen. Naseerullah
Babar had himself admitted that the rise of the
Taliban was the handiwork of Pakistan. Benazir Bhutto would call them “my children.”
There has been another important link
between Pakistan and the Taliban; most of
their commanders received religious education
in seminaries in Pakistan. Therefore, they got
their religious indoctrination in Pakistan under
the tutelage of Pakistani clerical teachers. They
have been under dual influence of Pakistan,
both religiously and politically. However, this
does not mean that they have been Pakistani
stooges and Pakistan could make them do
whatever it wants them to do. A typical power
relation between Pakistan and the Taliban has
never existed. However, true to any national
interest-driven state, Pakistan has been doing
whatever it could to control and dictate them.
Nevertheless, many in the West and
Afghanistan have been thinking otherwise and
considered them Pakistan’s stooges with the
latter having a domineering influence on the
former. This thinking has been misconstrued.
This is despite the fact that Islamabad helped
them dominate the battlefield against the
United States-led North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), other foreign forces and the
Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) since
their 2001 ouster and occupation of Afghanistan by alien troops. When they returned to
power in August 2021, the then Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan dubbed it a prevalence
of justice.
OPINION

Therefore, when they recaptured Afghanistan in August last year, the entire world
expected it to be a victory for Pakistan and
its Afghan policy of extending all-out support
to them against all other anti-Taliban forces,
including the elected government of President
Hamid Karzai and President Ashraf Ghani.
Moreover, after they started their second stint
in power and the role Pakistan played in bringing them back, everyone expected exemplary relations between them. However, what we have
seen in the last year is diametrically opposite
to what the world and Pakistan might have
expected. The Taliban have taken every possible
step and issued many statements which clearly
suggest that they are not stooges of Pakistan
and would like to pick fights with it.
In this connection, they extended full
support to the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), a Pakistani militant-terrorist group
which has unleashed a reign of terror since
its emergence in 2007, killing thousands of
Pakistanis including schoolchildren in bomb

blasts, car bombs and above all suicide attacks.
By nurturing and hosting Pakistan’s bete noire,
the TTP, the Taliban regime’s aims have been
quite clear. This is to put Pakistan on the
defensive vis-à-vis their regime so that it may
not expect anything favorable from Kabul.
Hosting and supporting the TTP is also motivated by their vested interests instead of larger
Afghan interests. The TTP has been providing
militants and crucial logistical support to them
in fighting and dominating their rivals in the
Afghan battlefield. It has been this critical
support from the TTP that they have been able
to dominate their rivals, particularly overpowering Afghan state forces to recapture power.
However, getting support from militants and
that too from foreign militants is in no way in
the interest of Afghanistan as it could create
a number of issues for its national integrity,

because the TTP only supports the Taliban,
which is in no way a representative of all Afghan people. In fact, they have come to power
through the force of arms and not by winning
elections. So, we don’t exactly know their real
political support base.
Nurturing the TTP by the Afghan regime
directly goes against the interest of Pakistan.
However, while extending support to the TTP,
the Taliban regime had least regard for the
legitimate interest of Pakistan while it failed
to calculate that if Pakistan, a far bigger and
resourceful country, may react and it would
create an existential threat to their regime.
Another important anti-Pakistan stance
of the Afghan Taliban in the last year has
been that they, like all other past regimes,
have declared that they don’t recognize
the Durand Line as a settled border with
Pakistan. The world and international law
clearly consider the Durand Line as the established international border between the two
countries. In fact, in a couple of incidents,
Taliban troops tried to uproot the barbed
wire Pakistan placed through painstaking
years of effort on the 2,640KM long border.
Moreover, there have been attacks across the
border by the TTP inside Pakistan, inviting
the Pakistani wrath in the shape of artillery
and rocket attacks on their hideouts in which
47 militants were killed.
In order to offend Pakistan, Afghan
Defence Minister Mullah Yaqoob offered India
to train Taliban troops. The statement and
offer, given sometime back during an interview
to a foreign media channel, was very much
premeditated to put Pakistan on the defensive.
Interestingly, the only reason that Pakistan has
been providing all-out support to the Taliban
in Afghanistan has been to have a friendly, if
not an anti-India government, in Kabul, so that
Pakistan could avoid double jeopardy in its
strategic environment. Keeping the Pakistani
interest in view, the offer is understandable.
In the most recent anti-Pakistan
measure, Mullah Yaqoob blamed Pakistan for
allowing its airspace to a US drone to launch
an attack on a Kabul locality to kill Al Qaeda
chief Aiman Al Zawahiri in July. Pakistan
vehemently denied providing support for US
drone attacks on Afghanistan.
Keeping all these developments, one
does not think that relations between Pakistan
and Afghanistan will normalize in the coming
months and weeks, rather they would continue
to deteriorate.
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Schoolchildren in flooded
regions in shock, disbelief
Rasheed Ali

Muhammad Abbas looks at the reporter in
shock, disbelief and surprise when he was
asked whether he missed his school, and if he
wanted to go to school.
He is an 8th grader at Government Elementary School Bolay Wala village in Rajanpur
district of Punjab. The recent deluge swept
away the entire village, including the mud
house of Abbas, and badly
damaged the school building.
Now, the 13-year boy is living
along with his parents and
three siblings in a temporary
shelter, provided by the district government.
The thought of returning to school does not move
the teenager at all. “We all
family members do not know
if we will be able to get our
next meal or not, and you are
asking me when I will return
to my school,” Abbas replies
to the reporter in a bitter tone.
However, his younger
sister, standing by him, seems
amused by the thought of
returning to her school. “I
miss my school. Yes, I want to
go to my school, and I want to
meet my teacher and friends,”
Zulekha Mai, a class-five
student, tells the reporter.
One can find hundreds of thousands of such
school-going children at temporary camps across the country, who do not
know when they would be able to return to
their school. According to a report, released by
US-based non-governmental organisation 'Save
the Children' in the first week of September,
at least 18,590 schools have been damaged or
destroyed in floods across the country, depriving millions of children of access to education.
The initial estimates show that at least 670,000
children have been affected, although the real
number could be much higher, says the report.
With whole villages submerged and continuous rains, thousands of students across the
country, who had been preparing for the start
of the academic year, have found their schools
completely submerged, with books, blackboards, chairs and tables floating downstream.
Khuram Gondal, Save the Children’s
Pakistan Country Director, told the media,
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“The scale of the damage we are seeing will
prevent thousands of children from going back
to school any time soon. We’ve seen entire
buildings completely washed away. Children,
already battling the shock and horror of what’s
happening around them, now also have to cope
with the loss of their classrooms and their safe
place to learn. We know from experience that
it takes time to repair schools, and many of
these children have already missed months of

Pakistan representative Abdullah Fadil said in a
media statement that the affected children were
among the most vulnerable in the country, adding that they live in the 72 hardest-hit districts.
“The floods have displaced a large number of
families and many children have become separated from their parents or caregivers.” Fadil
said one of the most important tasks ahead was
identifying, protecting, and ultimately reuniting
the children with their families.

education already because of COVID-19.
“We are calling on donors around the
world to recognise the terrible situation in
Pakistan and dig deep to help children. Beyond
immediate life-saving supplies like shelters,
food and water, we also need to establish emergency schools where children can go, be safe,
and learn. Schools are vital for both children’s
future and their current wellbeing – they are
cherished environments and offer routine and
stability amidst chaos.”
United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) in its report said
that children account for nearly half of the 33
million people affected by the catastrophic
floods in Pakistan. Torrential rains killed more
than 1,200 people, including 400 children, and
demolished much of the infrastructure vital to
children’s wellbeing and education. UNICEF

According to preliminary data from
provincial education departments, 18,590
schools have been damaged or destroyed as a
result of the emergency: 15,842 in Sindh, 544
in Balochistan, 1,180 in Punjab and 1,024 in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. Furthermore, at least
5,492 schools are being used to house displaced people.
Thousands of kilometres of road and
dozens of bridges have been destroyed, further
hindering access to schools and hospitals.
Pakistan was already facing an education
emergency before the flooding began, with
more than 22.8 million children between the
ages of 5 and 16 out of school nationwide. The
situation is exacerbated by the fact that the 72
worst-hit districts in the country already had
high levels of poverty and impaired growth and
development among children.
EDUCATION

Religion and personality
cult in Pakistan
Faheem Amir

The checkered political history of Pakistan
endorses the fact that its governing system
revolves around religion, personality cult and
power politics.
The state and ruling elite use the three
dominating factors to sustain their rule and
control the people. Sometimes, they pander
to the religious feelings of the people through
pirs, ulmas, and other religious leaders and
parties to achieve their partisan interests.
The state used this religious factor against
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s government, the Afghan
war and the war against terror. Due to this
use of religion, extremism has increased in the
country. More than 80,000 people have been
killed in the terror war. Scientific and rational
education has been discouraged. The classbased education system - English, Urdu and
Madrassa - has been promoted to divide the
people and society. Before the creation of Pakistan, the British raj also used Muslim religious
leaders, pirs and feudal lords to rule Sindh,
Punjab and other parts of the subcontinent. In
the Pakistan movement, religion was also used
to achieve the country. According to Nadeem F
Paracha, most of the people living in rural areas
of Punjab perceived the Quaid as a religious
leader with a beard. However, the Quaid
discouraged the use of religion in politics. He
refused to call himself Maulana by other members of the Muslim community. He categorically declared in his 11th August address, “You are
free to go to your temples, you are free to go to
your mosques or to any other place of worship
in this state of Pakistan. You may belong to any
religion or caste or creed, that has nothing to
do with the business of the state.”
After the demise of the Quaid, the ruling
elite used religion to deceive the people for
maintaining their corrupt and incompetent
rule. Even after the demarcation of Pakistan,
religion has been used to divert the attention of
the people from criminal negligence, corruption, anti-people and unpatriotic policies of the
ruling elite.
So far, around 33 million Pakistanis have
been affected by the 2022 floods. More than
1200 people, including children and women,
have lost their lives. While thousands have
lost their homes. Crops and many school
buildings have been destroyed. The federal
and provincial governments have failed to help
flood-affected people. The economy of Pakistan
is about to collapse. However, to conceal its
OPINION

negligence in dealing with the natural calamity
and other economic and administrative issues,
the government and ruling elite are again using
religion.
Sindh Assembly Speaker Agha Siraj
Durrani has categorically declared the floods
have come as a punishment for “sin” committed
by the poor people. Even he advised the poor
people if they want to cease the floods, they
need to stop being so sinful. Some religious
scholars are also propagating this view to save
the ruling elite and pacify the anger of the poor
people. One may wonder why wealthy and
better-run places
are exempt from
this punishment.
In fact, it should be
realised that nature
is not against
marginalised and
poor people. The
state should be
blamed for putting
the marginalised
communities' lives
in jeopardy. It has
not created and
enhanced local capacity to mitigate
natural threats like
floods in urban
and rural areas.
These floods are
not God's wrath
to punish sinners.
Rather, they expose the ruling elite’s sin of
inaction and apathy.
Former Sindh home minister Manzoor
Wassan compared the flooded areas of Khairpur to the Italian city of Venice which exposes
the callousness of the ruling elite. It also shows
that the ruling elite takes pleasure even in the
sufferings of the poor.
The ruling elite has also cultivated a
personality cult among the people to rule over
them. In fact, a personality cult is used to create an inferiority complex and sheepish nature
among the people in Pakistan.
About a personality cult, Dr Farrukh
Saleem writes: “There are two types of cults –
religious and political. Cults – both religious
and political – can last for a long time. Cults –
both religious and political – can be extremely
dangerous. Religious cults can be dangerous
for their followers and political cults can be extremely dangerous for their country. According

to Dr Janja Lalich, professor emeritus of sociology at the California State University, there
are 11 common traits of cult leaders: charisma;
narcissism; lack of guilt; spiritual bondage; lack
of remorse; spiritual abuse; pathological liars;
twisting facts; authoritarian; lack of boundaries and use of media. Cults are a “risky form of
human behavior that diminishes our contact
with reality and devalues anyone outside the
cult.” Within political cults, the ‘leader is
always right’. Within political cults, the leader
is ‘projected as a messiah’. Political cult leaders
are extremely apt at controlling the behaviour

of the youth. The narrative that cult leaders
stir up is ‘us versus them’… Democracy is about
‘rights of the people’. Democracy is about the
‘protection of basic freedoms’. Political cults
threaten the rights of the people. Political
cults threaten basic freedoms. Political cults
are a clear and present threat to democracies,
especially fragile democracies”.
Almost all political and military leaders
like Ayub Khan, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Ziaul
Haq, Benazir Bhutto, Nawaz Sharif, Altaf
Hussain and Pervaiz Musharraf have used
this cult method to rule the country. Imran
Khan is using this tool very expertly, which
would ultimately harm democracy and the
country. The sole purpose of the ruling elite is
to get and sustain power in Pakistan. Hans J
Morgenthau has already stated, “All politics is
power politics”. Power is achieved and used to
increase one's position of authority and money
in Pakistan.
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Floods: Would-be moms the
worst-hit, but who cares!
Dr. Fatima Khan

Zainab Anwaar Khaskheli has been in trouble
for the last almost two weeks. A schoolteacher
by profession in a village of Dadu district in
Sindh, she has been responsible for all affairs
of her family after the death of her husband
around nine years ago. She has no son and four
daughters, with the eldest one married off last
year. In routine life, she seldom experiences
any issue which she cannot resolve on her own,
despite being the head of a woman-only family.
However, the situation turned
upside down in the last week of
August when floodwaters started
submerging her village, and she had
to relocate to a safer place in an
emergency.
Like other village families, she
had to set up a tent on a bund as no
means of travel were available at all
for moving to Karachi, Hyderabad
or any other safer city. But life in
a woman-only family of Zainab
Khaskheli has proved to be harsh.
The edibles the family had brought
were exhausted in the first three or
four days despite their consuming
bare minimum amounts.
The issues of food and water
shortages aside, the most agonising
situation afflicting the family from day one had
been meeting women-specific needs. The long
but narrow bund strip was mushroomed with
tents in the first 24 hours, and no space was
left for even a makeshift latrine for the family.
The male members of all families around would
wade through the stagnant water to go somewhere to answer nature’s call, but it was not an
option for the Khaskheli family.
Zainab was hardly coping with these
hardships when another bigger misery fell
on the family. Her eldest daughter, who was
married off last year, had been living with her
for the last month under a family tradition,
till the birth of a baby. She is expecting in
the next three or four weeks, but living in a
fatiguing and very difficult situation created
health and birth-related complexities for the
young woman. It is most painful for Zainab
Khaskheli to see her young daughter, who’s
hardly 20 years old, trembling and crying with
pain. But she could not do anything for the
poor soul in the absence of any doctor, or any
kind of medical help.
Zainab’s daughter is not a single case
of its kind. There are over 600,000 pregnant
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women, who are facing severe difficulties in the
aftermath of unusual monsoon rains and consequent deluges in various parts of Pakistan. The
Disasters Epidemiological Susceptibilities and
Pandemic Outbreak (DESPO) appraisal shows
that nearly 650,000 women are going to deliver
babies in the next three to five weeks. Besides
the current hardships, these mothers and their
newly born babies are at high risk of contracting lifelong ailments as a consequence of
several waterborne, vector-borne and airborne
diseases, warns the assessment report.

According to the impact overview report,
released by the Asia & Oceania Post-Doctoral
Academia (AOPDA) last week, these women
are not only living in inhuman circumstances
currently, their upcoming babies are also at
high risk of contracting various infectious
diseases including leptospirosis, lymphocytic chorio-meningitis (LCMV) and ailments
related to the cell mediated immunity (CMI).
The more painful aspect of the misery is the
indifferent attitude of government authorities
towards the helpless would-be mothers.
DESPO principal investigator Prof
Aurangzeb Hafi related one example of this
indifference in a talk with the writer. The
researcher recalled that when he stressed the
need for immediate measures to provide help
to would-be moms, in a meeting with a senior
government officer, he said it would take at
least three to four weeks for action due to
cumbersome and lengthy procedures involving
different departments.
Prof. Hafi, who has long been researching
the issues concerning the pre-birth disability-prevention-centred subject matters in
cataclysmic situations, says that childbirths,

deliveries or pregnancies are not the kind of a
phenomenon that can be postponed or delayed
for disasters to be over; or even to be put on
hold for the policy-works to be completed.
Whatever is to be done is to be done right
now. Whatsoever are the steps, the requisite
procedures, or the measures that are to be taken are to be taken here and now, without delay
of a single day. “By now, shouldn’t we start
thinking sanely at least,” asks the researcher.
Prof. Hafi, who was the prime investigatory head of CRRA-CRRM (Child Retardation
Risk Assessment & Child Retardation Risk Minimization)
projects of the Asian Tsunami
of 2004, tells the writer that
unprecedented rains and torrential flooding have left over
6.4 million people in dire need
of humanitarian assistance
lately. Of them, 3.1 million are
children, who are at increased
risk of contracting waterborne
diseases, drowning and malnutrition, he warns.
The DESPO assessment
alert had already warned of an
upsurge in waterborne, vector-borne and airborne diseases, including fatal leptospirosis,
followed by toxic outbreaks
due to contaminants carried by
the floodwater. Many of these indicators were
markedly specified in the post-disaster cursors
of the DESPO Assessment Report 2014 also,
but no lessons were learnt from the previous
calamities, regrets Prof Aurangzeb Hafi.
In many hard-hit areas of Pakistan,
poorly maintained sewers are overflowing,
carrying along heavy toxins and remnant
industrial waste, thus contaminating drinking
water supplies. The floodwater in many areas
bears high toxicity concentrations and strong
indications suggest the presence of arsenic
along with a considerable number of other
toxins coming from industrial sewers. And if
the situation prevails for another 10-15 days, it
will lead to a number of hazardous ailments,
especially among pregnant women and newly
born babies, explains the researcher.
(The writer is a physician by profession.
She worked as an intern at the Capital Health
(New Jersey) & the Mount Sinai St. Luke’s
Hospital (New York). Rights and gender issues
are the areas of special interest to her. She can
be reached at: fatima23393@hotmail.com)
RIGHTS

Whitewashing Queen Elizabeth’s
legacy won’t save the monarchy
Shola Mos-Shogbamimu

As the royal procession escorted Queen Elizabeth II on her last journey from Buckingham
Palace to lie in state in Westminster Hall,
on top of her coffin rested the Imperial State
Crown. It’s one of the most famous Crown
Jewels and symbolises the wealth, power and
prestige the British monarchy amassed through
the systemic plunder of colonies and the transatlantic slave trade, a crime against humanity.
It did not fill me with awe.
It gave me pause for deep reflection on
the legacy of the queen. For some, this occasion
marked the mourning of a much-loved sovereign, while others
believe she had blood
on her hands. She
was the last colonial
queen, in whose name
unspeakable acts
were undertaken even
after the formal end of
colonialism, when the
playbook of British
imperialism was executed under the guise
of modernisation and
commonwealth.
The queen’s
legacy is now so
whitewashed and
shrouded with exaggerated epitaphs that,
while respecting people’s right to mourn
her passing, I feel
compelled to shred
this revisionist history
with some pointed
truth-telling. Here’s what we should be asking:
What is the relevance of the monarchy?
The British monarch is an unelected
head of state, a position incompatible with a
progressive and advanced society in the 21st
century. What is worse is that the British
monarchy literally lives off wealth built on the
backs of enslaved Africans. It looted trillions
of dollars of wealth from Asia and Africa and
plundered nations for their natural resources.
The queen was the charm offensive wheeled
out to give a face of respectability to the monarchy’s racism and anti-Blackness.
Another irrefutable legacy of the queen is
her failure to take responsibility for the actions
of her government while reaping power and
benefits from it. “Britain is the great country
it is today because of her,” Liz Truss, the new
OPINION

prime minister, said last week.
The queen can’t be the reason for Britain’s greatness without also taking ownership
for atrocities committed by governments under
her – for which she never personally apologised. Not for the brutal suppression of the
Mau Mau rebellion in Kenya, in which torture,
rape and the imprisonment of 1.5 million people were tools deployed by the British. Not for
Britain’s horrific role in almost a million deaths
in the Biafran war in order to protect its strategic interests in Nigeria. Not for the injustices,
poverty and underdevelopment that former
colonies still endure because of British colonialism. Not for the jewels and artefacts stolen

an ancestor, she could have done the same for
atrocities committed in Kenya, Nigeria and
Northern Ireland under her rule.
Here’s the thing, though. While Queen
Elizabeth could avoid scrutiny, transparency
and accountability under the cloak of reverence and deference, none of her successors
will be able to. We live in a different time:
The British people have earned rights that are
incongruent with the existence of a monarchy
they have largely outgrown.
Indeed, surveys show that young Britons
are particularly clear about not wanting the
monarchy to continue. A regressive institution
of entitlement is not sustainable. For instance,

from Asia and Africa that adorn the walls of
Buckingham Palace and British museums.
Apologists for the monarchy have called
me “spectacularly historically ignorant” for
holding the queen accountable for the acts
of her government. Yet, history shows that
Queen Elizabeth knew she was ultimately
responsible. In 1995, she signed an apology to
New Zealand’s Maori for atrocities and land
theft committed in the name of her ancestor,
Queen Victoria. When a personal apology was
demanded, New Zealand’s minister of justice
at the time said: “The queen acts through her
governments and doesn’t do things personally.”
He said the quiet part out loud. Indeed,
the queen always acted through her government. The buck stopped with her. If she could
sign an apology to the Maori for crimes under

it makes no sense that in the worst cost-of-living crisis in recent history – with thousands of
people homeless and dependent on food banks,
and millions paying exorbitant energy prices –
we the British people pay a mini fortune for the
queen’s funeral. Remember, the queen’s personal
worth was more than $500m and the royal
family’s assets amount to $28bn. We pay for our
own funerals. Why can’t her estate pay for hers?
The long queues of people lining up to
see the late queen lying in state were indicative of the power of indoctrination that the
monarchy still holds over Britain. However, a
new generation that has grown up relatively
indifferent to the royal family is waking up,
asking questions and demanding changes to
the entrenched systemic inequalities that the
monarchy symbolises.
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Different yardsticks
for India, Pakistan

Does power politics influence the decision-making process of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF)? Apparently, yes. Geostrategic factors affect international politics in the
modern world order. This game of thrones is
being deliberately played by hegemonic powers
to influence decision-making of most international institutions, if not all. The geo-economic
paradigm does not consider a country’s significance. It is the conflict or confluence of interest
that matters. The FATF, a so-called independent body, is a watchdog that is supposed
to combat money-laundering and terrorism
financing activities. It puts states in its black
or grey lists employing its own standards and
its own interpretation of those standards. Pakistan’s fate continues to be controlled by power
politics and global powers. States like Yemen,
Ethiopia, Sri Lanka, Serbia, and others continue
to face uncertainty as well on this count.
The statement issued recently by the
Indian Ministry of External Affairs to the effect
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi would
make sure by influencing the platform of the
United Nations that things remain tricky for
Pakistan is as shocking as it is disgusting. The
FATF, which claims to have neutrality in its
assessment and decision-making processes, has
demonstrated bias when it comes to dealing
with India. The actions of Indian nationals and
organisations have gone unnoticed, or, should
I say, deliberately ignored. A bunch of Indians
were caught smuggling uranium, and there
have been more than sufficient evidence of
India’s funding or sponsorship of terrorist entities inside Pakistan. Does that not fall under
terrorism financing clauses? If not, why?
India has avoided the level of scrutiny
by international organisations that is often
reserved for Pakistan and a few other targeted countries. In another major scandal that
was, and is, ignored by the FATF relates to
suspicious transactions by Indian individuals
and businesses involving more than 40 Indian
banks. The matter was reported in September
2020, but nothing has happened over the last
year. In order to create a bad impression of its
adversaries in the region, especially Pakistan,
India has also been leveraging its influence
with a number of international think tanks and
academic institutions. The difficult part for Pakistan is that it would struggle to stabilise and
grow its economy by exhausting its energies in
managing tactical conflicts, as is the case with
matters related to the FATF. It is a clear case
of global powers using international organisations to use carrots as the preferred tool in their
dealings with India, while focussing on the
stick when it comes to their interactions with
Pakistan. This is global politics at its worst.
Somesh Kumar
Ghotki
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Pakistan cricket’s
unpredictability

Pakistan cricket is unpredictable. One cannot
predict anything about whether the team will
win or lose because our cricketers do not play
with responsibility; they are always seen as a
bit too relaxed for competitive cricket. There
have been erratic performances. There has
never been consistency, be it the bowlers or
batters.
In the recent Asia Cup final, Pakistan
lost to Sri Lanka playing like a bunch of inexperienced under-16 lads. They were involved in
poor fielding and dropped catches, which, as
everybody knows, is vital for winning a match.
As they say, catches win the matches. But our
players are perhaps not aware of the dictum.
Babar Azam has not proved to be a good
skipper. He is not capable of leading the side
and winning matches. He lacks experience,
strategic skills and has even put on weight of
late, which seems to have affected his batting.
It is time he was replaced by an experienced
and intelligent cricketer for the matches ahead.
Mohammad Rizwan can be praised for hitting
52 and criticised at the same time for not
scoring quick enough. Perhaps he was focusing
on personal performance in what happens to
be a team game. Cricket analysts on different national television channels are always
seen praising and supporting the cricketers.
This attitude has proved harmful to Pakistan
cricket because the players tend to take even
crunch matches lightly, thinking there would
be neither scrutiny nor accountability.
The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
chairman instead of being satisfied should
proceed with necessary changes in the team.
The Indians, the Sri Lankans and other teams
are always playing with a do-or-die approach
with a great sense of responsibility. India has
won the Asia Cup seven times and Sri Lanka
has lifted the title six times, while Pakistan
has done that only twice. It is not hard to see
where we stand. Then we have songs that communicate the wrong message, like Tum jeeto
ya haro, humein tumse pyar hai (regardless of
whether you win or lose, we love you). This is
as foolish as it gets. Such an approach neither
boosts a team’s morale nor does it cater to its
sense of responsibility. Instead, this makes
them carefree and overconfident.
This lack of responsibility and subsequent accountability becomes even more
glaring when you consider the fact that the
cricketers earn millions, if not billions, from
the game. Higher the remuneration, that much
more needs to be the accountability. It happens
in every field everywhere. Why are our cricketers and the PCB exceptions on this count?
This is time the PCB woke up from its slumber
and took some serious measures. The so-called
analysts and retired cricketers, too, need to be
honest in analysing the performance without

bias, twisting and manoeuvring if they truly
love cricket and earnestly want the country to
win matches and tournaments.
Anwar Hussain
Karachi

Media priorities in floods

Amid these testing times when millions of
people are undergoing unimaginable hardships
owing to rains and floods, the role of Pakistani
media is highly questionable. More than half
of the country has been directly affected by the
natural calamity. The unusual rains and flooding have taken a heavy toll on people who were
already facing a back-breaking economic crisis.
The media, amid such a tragic state of affairs, is busy showing political brawls. It seems
to have been flooded by political issues and
non-issues. This at times seems like a tragedy
much bigger than what the floods have caused.
Thousands of people have been displaced from
their native lands. Houses have been washed
away in floods. People have been compelled
to live under the open skies. Hundreds of precious lives have been lost in the last couple of
months. The death toll may actually rise as the
devastation is not over yet. However, the media
has become blind to this human catastrophe. Is
the judicial battle of this party against that, or
the size of the crowd in this rally or that, or the
chances of elections getting held at this time or
those more important issues to cover than the
battle the masses are waging against gushing
water in several parts of the country? The media needs to reconsider its priorities so that it
may actually become the voice of the voiceless,
which it claims to be, but is not.
Fareed Dahar
Lahore

Pakistani psyche

It is clear that charity alone is not enough to
tackle the destruction caused by climate change.
I agree, but wonder who will do what is needed?
Who will work for the development of the masses? The answers are simple. No one will work till
they know there will be accountability. This is
how the human psyche works. More importantly, this is how the Pakistani psyche works.
Hunzla Kakar
Zhob

Leadership crisis

Many expatriates are said to be reluctant to
donate heavily towards the government’s flood
relief campaign. The government and opposition spare no opportunity to malign each other.
Even a crisis of the current scale and intensity is
unable to bring political parties on a united platform. The failure of political forces to unite at
this critical juncture will further polarise society
and erode citizens’ trust in the political process.
Asad Aziz
Khushab
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Saturn’s rings and tilt might
have come from one
missing moon

Weight-loss surgery has
long-term benefits for
pain, mobility

Lisa Grossman

Alan Mozes

A single, doomed moon could
clear up a couple of mysteries
about Saturn. This hypothetical
missing moon, dubbed Chrysalis,
could have helped tilt Saturn over,
researchers suggest in Science.
The ensuing orbital chaos might
then have led to the moon’s demise, shredding it to form the iconic rings
that encircle the planet today. “We like it because it’s a scenario that
explains two or three different things that were previously not thought
to be related,” says study coauthor Jack Wisdom, a planetary scientist at
MIT. “The rings are related to the tilt, who would ever have guessed that?”
Saturn’s rings appear surprisingly young, a mere 150 million years or so
old. If the dinosaurs had telescopes, they might have seen a ringless Saturn. Another mysterious feature of the gas giant is its nearly 27-degree tilt
relative to its orbit around the sun. That tilt is too large to have formed
when Saturn did or to be the result of collisions knocking the planet over.
Planetary scientists have long suspected that the tilt is related to
Neptune, because of a coincidence in timing between the way the two
planets move. Saturn’s axis wobbles, or precesses, like a spinning top.
Neptune’s entire orbit around the sun also wobbles, like a struggling hula
hoop. The periods of both precessions are almost the same, a phenomenon known as resonance. Scientists theorized that gravity from Saturn’s
moons — especially the largest moon, Titan — helped the planetary
precessions line up. But some features of Saturn’s internal structure were
not known well enough to prove that the two timings were related.

Bariatric surgery aims to help
severely obese patients shed
significant weight, and now new
research shows that many can also
look forward to lasting pain relief
and mobility. Though many patients regain some weight in the first
couple of years after bariatric surgery, pain and movement benefits
seem to stand the test of time. Seven years out, 43% of the roughly
1,500 patients enrolled in the study said their joint pain remained
noticeably lower than before surgery, and nearly two-thirds said
their physical functioning was still better. "Previous studies had provided evidence that bariatric surgical procedures are associated with
clinically important improvements in pain, physical function and
work productivity; however, most studies only followed participants
one to two years, at which point participants were at the peak of
their weight loss," said lead author Wendy King. She's an associate
professor at the University of Pittsburgh School of Public Health.
King and her colleagues found that patients were experiencing
"clinically important improvements in bodily and joint-specific pain
and physical function" seven years after the two most common types
of bariatric surgery -- Roux-en-Y gastric bypass or sleeve gastrectomy. The new study builds on prior research by the same team, which
found that three years after bariatric surgery, 50% to 70% of patients
reported less pain, as well as better walking speeds and broadly
improved physical function.

Here’s what triggers giant
honeybees to do the wave

Lack of sleep in teens
may lead to obesity

Giant honeybees send waves rippling
across their open nests by flipping their
abdomens upward in coordination, a
sight that approaching predators seem to
shy away from. A new study is revealing
details about what triggers the behavior, known as shimmering. That
shimmering is strongest when the bees are shown a dark object that moves
against a light background under bright ambient light, researchers report
in the September Journal of Experimental Biology. The experimental setup
simulates animals such as hornets, one of the bees’ main predators, flying
against the bright sky, and shows what visual cues set off the behavior, the
researchers say. The behavior “is intriguing as this is possibly one way in
which a species of animal communicates with another to warn that they
are capable of defending themselves,” says Kavitha Kannan, a neurobiologist at the University of Konstanz in Germany who was not involved in
the study. Giant honeybees, including Apis dorsata, typically form open
nests uncovered by other materials in areas like tree branches and window
ledges. In the new study, the researchers worked with two A. dorsata nests
in roof rafters. Standing near the hives, behavioral ecologist Sajesh Vijayan
moved circular cardboard pieces of different sizes in shades of gray and
black against either a gray or a black background. The bees shimmered
when a black object moved against the gray backdrop, but not when the
contrast was flipped. That’s probably because the black-on-gray setup “resembles a natural predator or a natural condition,” says Sajesh, who goes
by his first name, as is common in many parts of southern India. “These are
open-nesting colonies, so they are always exposed to a bright sky.”

Like many parents of teens, LaToya S.
worries about her son’s sleep habits.
In the early weeks of the pandemic,
when her then-13-year-old had no way
to connect with friends, she dropped
some of her typical rules about screen
time. It didn’t take long before her son’s bedtime began creeping later
and later, he began playing video games with friends until the wee
hours, and quality overnight sleep went out the window. Two years
later, LaToya is still working to restore him to normal sleep patterns.
There’s good reason for her efforts. The link between poor sleep habits and poor health are well-established. For teens, it can mean lower
grades, higher rates of mood disorders, a higher risk of substance
abuse, and more. “When he went back to school after lockdowns, we
began seeing the effects of his disrupted sleep patterns,” says LaToya.
“The teachers noticed that, after the first couple of hours, he was
nodding off in class. He began falling behind, especially in classes
that required extra effort. We recognized that we had to make
changes.” As if school performance isn’t enough to worry about, for
parents like LaToya, a new study has added another area of concern:
Too little sleep in teenagers is linked to obesity and being overweight. The study, authored by Jesus Martinez Gomez, a researcher
in training at the Cardiovascular Health and Imaging Laboratory at
the Spanish National Centre for Cardiovascular Research, looked
at the link between sleep duration and health in more than 1,200
adolescents, divided evenly between boys and girls.
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