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Need for a grand national
dialogue and reconciliation
Nasim Ahmed

Pakistan today is in a state of drift. There is an
acute sense of uncertainty and foreboding all
around. One cannot make sense of where we
are going.
The country is caught up in an inexorable process of political and economic meltdown. Unprecedented floods have submerged
one-third of the country, rendering millions
homeless. Standing crops have been washed
away and thousands of miles of roads and
hundreds of bridges have disappeared. Communication and transportation infrastructures have
collapsed, making rescue
and relief work difficult.
Over vast stretches
of land, the scene is one of
unrelieved doom and gloom.
At this moment we need a
strong and stable government to steer the country
through the flood and the
attendant economic crisis.
But it is our misfortune that
we lack one. Ever since the
change of guard in April
this year, Pakistan is in the
throes of an endless political
crisis with no sign of a solution soon.
Since Imran Khan was
ousted from power, he has
been on a roll, crisscrossing
the country to mobilize the
masses in favour of his demand for an early
general election. He is drawing large crowds
and seems determined to carry on with his
political battle to bring down the present
dispensation.
Imran Khan’s popular appeal is increasing by the day because he is raising issues
which are close to the people’s hearts. His
task has been made easy by the economic mess
which has gripped the country during the last
few months and which the PDM government
has not been able to solve. Prices of everything
have skyrocketed while food inflation has
reached 50 percent. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif is running from pillar to post to mend
things but he is not succeeding, given the wide
gap between government income and expenditure and lack of funding from international
lenders.
At present, the country looks like a
house divided. The government and the op4

position are poles apart in their thinking and
approach which has created an atmosphere of
extreme political instability and uncertainty in
the country.
Pakistan is dangerously polarized today
- the political parties as well as the Centre and
the provinces. The judiciary is also generally
perceived as divided. The establishment’s role
too has become a subject of public debate.
Beyond the political polarization at the
national level, within parties themselves, there
are divisions. The PDM, a 13-member political
combine, is in power but it is the PML-N that

The situation calls for a bipartisan approach
and application of the collective wisdom of the
nation to tackle the problems facing Pakistan.
The crying need of the hour is to hold a grand
national dialogue and promote peace and
reconciliation so that all political forces in the
country, instead of fighting all the time, cooperate together to face the biggest challenge in
the life of this nation.
It is time to close ranks and foster a spirit
of peace and harmony in the country. We must
not forget that a breakdown of democracy as
a result of the present chaos may mark the

is calling the shots, while the PPP, MQM,
JUI-F and other parties are not satisfied with
their share of crumbs in power.
There is a need to cool down things but
everyone seems to be in a frenzied state of
mind. Imran Khan is used to employing harsh
language to lambast his opponents. But the
PML-N too is not doing the needful to bring
down the political temperature. In this context, the use of excessive force, filing of cases
and arrest of PTI stalwarts have done much
to further embitter the political climate in the
country.
Needless to say, increasing political
instability is aggravating the economic crisis.
On the other hand, the government is proving
unequal to the task of governing. It’s a double
whammy for the nation –political instability
and confrontation coupled with increasing
economic woes.
The country needs a respite from all this.

unravelling of the existing political order, with
the crisis of politics turning into a crisis of the
State. That will be a tragedy. There is a need
for all the stake-holders to realise that in the
game of thrones, there is no ultimate winner.
If remedial measures are not taken to
bring about political and economic stability, the country may descend into complete
anarchy with the erosion of authority of most
state institutions. A meaningful dialogue
among political forces is the only way out of
the situation.
It’s time for restraint and moderation in
order to move the country toward stable democracy. Endless political feuds and pursuit of
narrow partisan interests may do incalculable
harm to Pakistan. National unity, not ceaseless
political confrontation, is the need of the hour.
All political forces must join hands to forge a
unified national front against the internal and
external challenges confronting us.
OPINION

Rising uncertainties,
declining growth
Shahid Hussain

The economy is at a great risk after devastating floods. The rupee is continuously losing
its value against the US dollar. Prices are at a
historic high. Exports are projected to decline
in the coming months, which will put pressure
on foreign reserves and aggravate the country’s
balance of payment problem.
The country hopes to receive international aid to mitigate flood losses but it could
still face huge economic costs at a time when
it badly needs to improve its growth to meet
the needs of the country and a rapidly growing population. International estimates say
Pakistan’s GDP will slow down considerably
in the current fiscal year against a healthy 6pc
growth last year. A declining growth means
more people losing their jobs and
adding to the poverty quagmire of
the country.
According to the Asian
Development Bank, Pakistan’s
economy will slow down to 3.5pc
in the current fiscal year amid devastating floods, policy tightening,
and critical efforts to tackle sizable
fiscal and external imbalances. In
its latest report, the ADB said GDP
growth in Pakistan in FY2022
was propelled by higher private
consumption and an expansion in
agriculture, services, and industry – particularly large-scale manufacturing.
According to the update, private consumption expanded by 10pc in FY2022 resulting
in improved employment conditions and
higher household incomes. Agriculture output
increased by 4.4pc in FY2022 supported by
strong performances in crops and livestock.
“Agriculture growth is expected to moderate
due to flood damage and high input costs next
year, which may diminish services growth, particularly wholesale and retail trade. In FY2023,
fiscal adjustments and monetary tightening
are expected to suppress domestic demand. A
contraction in demand, together with capacity
and input constraints created by higher import
prices from the rupee’s depreciation, will
reduce industry output,” it added.
On the other hand, Fitch Solutions
revised Pakistan’s real GDP growth forecast
for the current fiscal year down to mere 0.2pc,
from 0.6pc previously, while stating that the
severe floods in Pakistan would weigh on
ECONOMICS

agricultural production and exacerbate the
country’s external imbalances. “Fitch Solutions
expects floods in Pakistan to exacerbate the already weak economic outlook and political situation. We have lowered our real GDP growth
forecast for Pakistan to 0.2pc for 2022-23
(July – June), from 0.6pc previously, as adverse
weather conditions will not only reduce agricultural production which accounts for 19pc of
GDP but also weigh on exports and exacerbate
Pakistan’s external imbalances,” it noted. The
report observed that Pakistan was already facing a potential balance of payments crisis even
before the floods hit. “A widening trade deficit
would further weigh on the dwindling foreign
exchange reserves and the Pakistani rupee. We
see the current account deficit to widen to 4pc
in the current fiscal year, as foreign reserves are

also falling.”
The International Monetary Fund also
highlighted risks to Pakistan’s economy. In its
latest report, it said high inflation and tighter
global financial conditions because of the
war in Ukraine would continue to weigh on
Pakistan’s economy, pressuring its exchange
rate and external stability. The report said
risks to the outlook and programme implementation remain high and tilted to the downside
given the very complex domestic and external
environment. “Policy slippages remain a risk,
as evident in FY22, amplified by weak capacity
and powerful vested interests, with the timing
of elections uncertain given the complex political setting,” the global money lender said.
The report said socio-political pressures
are expected to remain high and could also
affect policy and reform implementation, especially because of the tenuous political coalition
in office and its slim majority in parliament.
“All this could affect policy decisions and

undermine the programme’s fiscal adjustment
strategy, jeopardising macro-financial and
external stability and debt sustainability,”
it stated. The global lender also warned that
high food and fuel prices could trigger protests
and instability, which could in turn jeopardise
macro financial and external stability and debt
sustainability. Moreover, higher interest rates,
a larger-than-expected growth slowdown,
pressures on the exchange rate, renewed
policy reversals, weaker medium-term growth,
contingent liabilities related to state-owned
enterprises and climate change were described
as major risks.
The finance ministry has also admitted
that the economic outlook is surrounded by
global and domestic uncertainties, including
lower growth, especially in the wake of recent
heavy rains and floods affecting Kharif
crops as well as elevated inflation.
It also warned that recessionary
tendencies may hurt Pakistan’s export
markets in the coming months. “The
economic outlook is surrounded by
global and domestic uncertainties.
Geopolitical tensions remain unabated, worldwide inflation remains high,
interest rates show tendencies to
rise, and the US dollar strengthens.
Pakistan’s external environment is
therefore facing increasing challenges,” the ministry stated in its monthly
economic update.
Pakistan needs to grow at 7-9pc for 30
years to reduce public debt and create jobs by
bringing a radical shift in functioning of the
state and redefining the government role as a
facilitator, according to the Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics. There should be a
maximum of two terms for the prime minister
and all the legislators to break the monopoly
of political families that will lead to a stable
democracy, according to the think tank. The
reform agenda emphasizes achieving a 7-9pc
economic growth rate annually for next 30
years to create two million jobs per annum
and reduce the public debt, which it said had
already become “unsustainable”.
Another think tank, the Institute of Policy Reforms, says Pakistan’s economy will stay
in the low growth, low export and close to default position despite the apparent short-term
control over the current account deficit. It also
advised the government to slow down foreign
borrowing. It anticipates further devaluation of
5

the rupee or a more restrictive monetary policy
and even more increase in administered prices.
“If all of that happens, the cure may turn out
to be worse than the disease. The people of Pakistan are paying a huge cost for years of poor
economic management,” it noted.
The most critical problem faced by Pakistan’s economy is repayment and servicing of
external debt and years of ill-advised financial
management. New external loans, often at high
commercial rates, are taken to service past
debt, a solution fraught with risks, but one that
has become especially acute in recent years. In
essence, the economy is in a debt trap. Besides,
Pakistan remits over 0.5pc of GDP in foreign
direct investment (FDI) profits annually.
While this is a necessary part of FDI, these are
not export-oriented investments. Remittance
of profits adds to foreign exchange squeeze.
In the last twenty years, Pakistan has

paid external creditors more than it has
received from them. Yet its external debt grew
by over 200pc from $37.2b in FY01 to $112.9b
in FY20. We may have paid back the original
loan more than once and still owe it to the
creditor. Between FY01 and FY20, external
debt disbursed to Pakistan was $112.6b. During
the period, it has paid foreign creditors a sum
of $117.9b in principal and interest. Thus, it has
paid back $5.2b more than it received. Of the
$117.9b paid, $90.6b was principal, and $27.2b
was interest. Average annual interest paid was
US $1.4b. It is the result of borrowing to service past debt and the effect of compounding,
which makes even concessional credit expensive. As a result, most solvency and liquidity
indicators have worsened in recent years.
Taking another measure, the government
of Pakistan spends the bulk of its revenue on
paying interest on public debt. In the last ten

years, it has spent annually an average of 60pc of
federal net revenue receipts on interest payment
(on both domestic and external debt). In FY19,
interest payment was 103pc of net revenue receipts. It means every government expense other than interest payment was met from loans.
As a result, most macroeconomic or GDP
growth indicators have worsened during the
last twenty years. Seen over 20 years, the fiscal
and current account deficits have stayed high,
inflation has resisted a tight monetary policy,
and the rupee has weakened consistently.
Many times, we have put controls on imports
and have repeatedly sought IMF help.
The ground realities show Pakistan faces
serious economic challenges and it will have
to increase its exports, revenue and decrease
expenditure to meet the growing needs of its
people. It also badly needs political stability to
achieve its economic targets.

Food crisis looms large
Muhammad Asim Nisar

Reports pouring from various sources indicate
that after the flood crisis the country is faced
with the spectre of a serious food crisis. The
country’s agricultural sector has been hit the
hardest by the raging waters. The agricultural
sector is in utter turmoil because the cotton
crop and vegetables are completely wiped out
in many key areas.
After a survey of the flooded areas, the
Pakistan Industrial & Traders Associations
Front Chambers of Commerce and Industry’s
Businessmen Panel (BMP) last week warned
that a food security crisis is looming, as the
deadly floods have damaged rice, cotton and
vegetables crops widely. 100% of the cotton
crop in Sindh, which accounts for30% of the
crop in Pakistan, has been destroyed, which
amounts to losses of at least $1 billion.
According to initial estimates, the floods
have affected a sizable proportion of crop land
across the country. The International Rescue
Committee says that crops over 3.6 million
acres have been damaged, which include 65%
of Pakistan’s main food crops. Similar is the
case with fruits, vegetables, other staple crops
as well as cotton. Various survey reports
show that 65 percent of Pakistan’s main food
crops—including 70 percent of its rice—have
been swept away during the floods, and 3 million livestock have perished. It is said that 45
percent of agricultural land is now destroyed.
Of Pakistan’s total land area, less than 40 percent is arable, and land erosion inflicts heavy
damage on agricultural land.
The floods have also adversely damaged
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wheat and sugarcane crops. While 90% of the
population depends on wheat for food, it is a
serious situation that the floods have caused
widespread disruptions in supply chains of
wheat products. In the case of vegetables,
their prices have skyrocketed in the domestic
market.
It is reported that around 45% of agricultural land has been ravaged, with waters
still standing in the fields. This, along with
damages to reserves of fertilisers and other
inputs, would have adverse consequences for
the sowing of Kharif crops, specifically wheat
as its plantation is to start in October. On the
other hand, the damage to bridges and roads
has made transportation costlier, pushing up
prices of available commodities.
It is obvious that the floods will greatly
aggravate food insecurity in the country as
supply chains have been disrupted on a big
scale. With crops, livestock, and agricultural
land damaged or fully destroyed, the country
will have to struggle hard to feed itself, besides
putting in trouble the countries that depend
on its food exports. This in turn will worsen
the global food market crunch triggered by
coronavirus pandemic supply chain shocks
and the war in Ukraine. Pakistan is the world’s
fifth-largest cotton producer, accounting for
5% of global output. The damage to half of its
cotton crop would also adversely affect the
world’s cotton supply.
Following the devastation caused by the
floods, food costs have jumped in the in the
domestic market. To ease the situation, steps
are being taken to import vegetables and other
items from Iran and Afghanistan. The World

Food Program is also working to expand food
assistance, aiming to reach about half a million
people in the badly-hit provinces of Balochistan and Sindh. However, food distribution is
being hampered by the standing floodwaters
which are restricting access to remote areas
where bridges and roads have been washed
away. In the midst of all this, the sowing of
next year’s wheat crop is another big challenge.
Already, the country is facing a wheat shortage
of about 2.6 million ton.
Wheat is Pakistan’s top food crop, and
the annual planting season begins soon. More
than 90 percent of Pakistani households are
wheat consumers. But with so much land
destroyed or damaged, the wheat harvest could
be jeopardized; some farmers fear their land
won’t be usable within the next three months.
The only way for Pakistan to meet the
looming food crisis is to import more food,
which could raise costs and worsen the
country’s balance of payments crisis. Before the
floods, food inflation was at 26 percent, and in
recent days some costs have surged by as much
as 500 percent. If the flood waters recede soon
enough, Pakistan can still avoid a worst-case
scenario, salvaging some agricultural land.
Most of Pakistan’s wheat and rice crops grow
in Punjab province, which wasn’t hit as hard
by the floods.
It’s a moment of fast thinking and hard
decisions for the government. Without further
loss of time, the government should prepare
an action plan, with the help of the world
community, to rehabilitate and provide food to
flood victims, especially focusing on reviving
the sources of livelihood for the farmers.
OPINION

Volcano of inflation
Muhammad Hassan

Prices have started declining in the country for
the past few weeks but they are still abnormally high. Historic high inflation is the main
reason behind growing public resentment
against the government and rising popularity
of former Prime Minister Imran Khan, though
his rule was not ideal in any sense. The
situation is not expected to change drastically anytime soon, which means the common
people will continue to suffer in the months
to come and the government would remain
under pressure from the opposition till the
next election.
It is a matter of concern for the government that the rupee continues
to weaken against the US dollar despite the revival of a bailout package from the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The government hikes prices
of petrol every two weeks,
which is the biggest reason
behind instability in prices of
essentials. Rates now increase
daily, instead of a weekly or
monthly basis. Wheat flour is
becoming dearer with every
passing day but the federal
and provincial governments
look the other way.
Inflation for the week,
which ended on September
22, dropped by 8.1pc compared to the previous week,
mainly because of a decline in
the prices of tomatoes, bananas and cooking
oil. However, the Sensitive Price Index (SPI),
which gauges inflation for the short term, was
still over 29pc higher compared to the same
week a year ago. In the past few weeks, the
annual change in weekly inflation was recorded at 40.6pc (for the week ended on Sept 15),
42.7pc (Sept 8), 45.5pc (Sept 1), 44.6pc (Aug
25), and 42.3pc (Aug 18). The country has not
seen this level of inflation in its history. The
year-on-year change in weekly inflation was
hovering around 16.5pc during the week that
ended on April 14, just four days after former
premier Imran Khan was ousted from power.
He had lost his popularity when inflation
ranged between 12-16pc. One can easily guess
the popularity or unpopularity of the coalition government when the inflation rate has
crossed 45pc. Soaring vegetable prices after
damage to standing crops in the wake of flooding and a massive hike in electricity rates have
OPINION

also contributed to higher prices. The damage
to standing crops is likely to push up the prices of vegetables in the coming weeks. People
received unprecedented inflated power bills in
August and September. It has eroded the last
iota of credibility of the present government.
The government hoped to contain the
inflation rate at 11.5pc for the current year.
However, it has quadrupled in the first three
months of the new fiscal year. According to
the Asian Development Outlook (ADO) 2022
Update, Pakistan’s rate of inflation would
reach 18pc for the current fiscal year against
its previous forecast of 8.5pc made in April
but attributed it chiefly to the lagged impact
of unsustainable energy and fuel subsidies

of the previous government. It warned that
the potential economic consequences of the
recent severe floods heighten the already
significant risks to the outlook, including
the elevated inflation rate, possible fiscal
slippage as general elections approach, and a
higher-than-projected increase in global food
and energy prices. The ADB said inflation was
expected to accelerate in FY23 as new tax
measures announced in the budget, together
with an increase in the wheat support price
and planned upward adjustments to electricity tariffs, are expected to keep inflationary
pressures high.
In its latest report, Fitch Solutions
warned that a reduction in crop production
would also likely lead to higher inflation in
Pakistan. It also expects a decrease in agricultural production to further fuel inflationary
pressures in the country. “As a result, average
fiscal year headline inflation will jump to 25pc
from 20pc previously. Headline inflation had

already accelerated from 24.9pc on Year-onYear (YoY) in July to 27.3pc in August, the
highest since May 1975. This was in part due
to a 29.5pc surge in food inflation, which
accounts for 34.8pc of the overall Consumer
Price Index (CPI) basket. Food prices are
likely to drive headline inflation upwards even
further over the coming months,” it observed.
Given the extent of flooding and the reduction in crop output, Fitch also expects the
number of citizens facing food insecurity to
rise further, posing additional downside risks
to social stability.
The International Monetary Fund has
warned that Pakistan’s runaway inflation
could trigger protests and instability in the
country. In its country report,
the IMF said high inflation and
tighter global financial conditions
because of the war in Ukraine
would continue to weigh on Pakistan’s economy, pressuring its
exchange rate and external stability. The lender warned that high
food and fuel prices could trigger
protests and instability, which
could in turn jeopardise macro
financial and external stability
and debt sustainability.
The finance ministry also
projected elevated inflation in
the wake of global and domestic
uncertainties, including lower
growth, especially after heavy
rains and floods affecting Kharif
crops. “The government has taken
necessary measures to comply
with IMF requirements. These have further
increased inflation, but also have the positive
effect of alleviating the external financing constraints. Inflation has continued to accelerate
in recent months, mainly due to supply shocks
that have created very significant monthly
impulses on the CPI level. If these monthly
impulses can be contained to more normal
levels in future months, inflation may start to
decelerate,” it noted.
It was earlier hoped that inflation would
come down in Pakistan after prices in the
international market have started to decrease.
However, the recent floods have dashed all
hopes. It is understandable that the government is not in a position to provide immediate
relief to people, but it should at least reduce
prices of wheat, flour, cooking oil and pluses.
At present it looks indifferent to the people’s
plight. It should take action against hoarders
and profiteers to prove that it is sincere about
resolving public issues.
7

Battle lines drawn
Muhammad Zain

The confrontation between the coalition government and former Prime Minister Imran Khan
has entered the final stage. He threatens to hold
a “long march” on Islamabad to pave the way for
early elections, while the government plans to
crush his movement at any cost. The situation
could lead to bloodshed if both sides fail to
exercise restraint.
All coalition parties in the government believe that it would be disastrous for them if they
submit to Imran Khan’s demand and announce
early elections, because they would have to start
their campaign from a position of weakness.
They are also sure that they would be wiped
out if polls are held after a few months. The
government has taken some measures, which
it believes were necessary to save
the country from economic default,
but it has created an unprecedented
price hike in the country. Power bills
have almost tripled in the last two
months. Prices of flour and other food
items have also skyrocketed. It has
badly hit the popularity of the coalition parties, especially the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N),
which leads the government. In this
situation, the PML-N and its allies
have decided to resist and crush any
movement for early elections. They
can go to any extent for it.
The coalition government also
believes that the situation will be far
better for it if elections are delayed
and held by the end of next year, as
scheduled. It is optimistic that rates
of commodities will continue to fall
in the global market and it would be
better placed to lower prices of food,
electricity and fuel in Pakistan after a
few months. However, recent floods
have compounded its problems and it would be
difficult for it to even divert sufficient funds for
flood victims.
On the other hand, former Prime Minister
Imran Khan believes he will clean sweep if elections are held after a few months. He threatens
to bring a “long march” to Islamabad and force
the government to announce early polls. He
has announced comprehensive reforms in every
field, unlike his previous government, which
was not much different from all past governments in Pakistan.
However, there are rumours that work
has already started to implement some plans in
Pakistan. According to the first plan, the PPP
will retain its strong hold, Sindh, after the next
8

election. The PTI is slated to rule Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, while a coalition government will run
Balochistan, as has happened in the past. On the
other hand, Punjab will be handed over to the
PML-N.
According to analysts, another plan is
to improve the image and popularity of the
PPP and its leaders, especially Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari. For it, Imran Khan will be disqualified
for life or at least five years. Elections will be
delayed as long as possible and a strong media
campaign would be launched to portray Bilawal
Zardari as the only “national leader” in the
country. Defections will be ensured in the PTI
and the PML-N and turncoats would be forced
to join the PPP. Bilawal Zardari has recently
returned from a world tour, which aimed to
build his confidence and provide international

started on a plan to topple his party’s government in Punjab and his legislators are being
threatened or bribed to leave the party. It is said
that it is a part of the government’s strategy to
remove the PTI government in Punjab ahead of
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s return
to the country, as he believes he needs his government in the province to revive his politics.
However, Imran Khan’s popularity has reached
heights which no politician can match. Recent
by-polls in Punjab proved it. The government
failed to prevent the PTI’s landslide victory despite using state machinery and other resources.
As Imran Khan himself fears for his
disqualification, it is not without a reason. It is
said that former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
informed his close aides that Imran Khan would
no longer be a threat to him and his party in the

exposure to him. It also aimed to portray him
as Pakistan’s upcoming leader. Under this plan,
the role of the PML-N will also be curtailed in
future politics of Pakistan.
It is said serious efforts are underway
to disqualify Imran Khan and force defections
in his party. He himself has expressed his fear
that the government is desperately working on
a “minus one formula.” He also faces a number
of cases. He does not face an immediate threat
in any case, but he has opened too many fronts
which may hurt him in the long run. However,
his ouster from national politics will discredit
the next election and democratic process in the
country.
Imran Khan also claims that work has

next election. A number of disqualification references have also been lodged against Imran Khan
in the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
and courts, however, the Supreme Court will
ultimately decide them and it could take months.
According to some analysts, some powers
in Pakistan have already achieved their objective
of elimination of the PML-N of Nawaz Sharif
and JUI-F of Maulana Fazlur Rehman. They
believe conditions have been shaped in such a
way that the PTI would eliminate them in their
strongholds.
There is also another plan in place, if Imran Khan overthrows the government through
his protest movement. In this case, he will
dictate most terms.
POLITICS

October to be quite
consequential
Raza Khan

As political instability and economic
downslide are growing with each passing day,
October is going to be quite consequential for
the country. Former Prime Minister Imran
Khan, who is also the most popular politician
in the country at the moment, has finally announced that his much-awaited “long march”
would start before the end of September. On
the other hand, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
is most likely to finalize the name of a new
Army Chief in October.
The PTI’s long march and the appointment of the new Army Chief are issues upon
which the future direction of Pakistan hinges.
Insofar as the long march is concerned, the
foremost questions are: whether the
march takes place or if it would be
successful or not? The benchmark
of success of the long march would
be the announcement of the election
date in the country. This is the key
demand of the PTI and Mr. Khan.
The indicator of failure of the long
march, again if it takes place, would
be the federal government’s ability
to quell the marchers and stop them
from gathering in a huge number in
Islamabad and that too for several
days. If the long march fails, then the
country would experience a tensecalm and elections may be held after
August next year when the present
National Assembly completes its
term.
It is interesting to forecast that the long
march, if it takes place, would have ample
chances of success. There are several reasons
for it. At the moment, Mr. Khan is pulling hundreds and thousands of people in his meetings
across the country, particularly in cities and
towns of Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
provinces surrounding the federal capital.
It is expected that a huge number of people
will participate in the long march, whenever
it takes place. Secondly, the present 13-party
ruling alliance, led by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s party, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), has fared unprecedentedly poorly,
particularly in arresting the economic rot.
Consequently, Pakistanis have been faced
with unprecedented inflation since the ruling
alliance came to power on April 8 this year.
The unprecedented price hike has
resulted in pushing millions of Pakistanis into
POLITICS

abject poverty as their purchasing power has
gone down significantly. In this situation, Mr.
Khan has a very cogent reason to ask people to
join his long march blaming the present ruling
dispensation for the mess. Irrespective of Mr.
Khan’s tirade against the ruling alliance, there
is a lot of substance in the argument that the
present set-up has performed below par in
each respect of governance, whether political,
administrative or economic. This poor performance has made the lives of all Pakistanis miserable while those of lower middle and lower
classes unlivable. So, more and more people
will join the long march.
The third important reason for the
potential success of the long march is that the
PTI has governments in Punjab and KP prov-

inces. The two provinces, as mentioned earlier,
surround the federal capital. The other side of
the capital, which leads to the Azad Kashmir
region, also has a PTI government. Thus, with
governments in the three political units, it
would be almost impossible for the government in the federal capital to successfully stop
the long march. The PTI will have government
resources of the three provinces and regions
to make the long march a success. The point
of concern for the federal government is that
it relies on provinces for the supply of law
enforcement personnel, as it has limited human
and material law enforcement resources at
its disposal. If the federal government calls
for reinforcements from provinces, at least
Punjab and KP would flatly refuse. The only
way for the federal government will be to call
for reinforcements from Sindh and Balochistan
and that too by air because Punjab and KP
provinces would not let armed policemen from

the two provinces pass through their jurisdiction to reach the federal capital. If the situation
happens, the role of the military would become
that of the final arbiter. Obviously, the military
will try to diffuse the situation anyhow as then
it would be a matter of the country’s stability
and integration of the federation. In this scenario, the settlement will be in negotiations for
holding fresh elections before time.
However, as Army Chief Gen. Qamar
Javed Bajwa is retiring on November 27, the
ruling alliance, specifically PM Shehbaz Sharif,
who has the constitutional power to appoint
the Army Chief, would have to finalize the
next head of the army in October. Keeping in
view the fluid political situation in the country
and the threat of Mr. Khan’s long march, Shehbaz Sharif has to announce the name of
the next Army Chief sooner. His reported
consultation with his elder brother and
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
having a legal status of a fugitive, on the
appointment of the Army Chief has been
criticized widely. Nawaz Sharif is a convicted criminal, who has fled the country
by hoodwinking the state apparatus.
More importantly, he has been a vehement critic of generals and their role in
statecraft. According to the PTI, whoever
Prime Minister Shahbaz appoints as
Army Chief would become ‘controversial,’
not because of the person but because he
is appointed by a prime minister, who has
criminal proceedings pending in court
against him while his coming to power
has also been profoundly controversial.
In the ongoing power wrangling between
the 13-party ruling alliance and the PTI, the
economic crisis would get more aggravated
and the sufferings of the majority of Pakistanis
would multiply. From this morass, there would
be no other option but to have prompt political stability in the country. While political
stability in the short run is not possible, the
beginning of the process of stabilization could
only be initiated by calling fresh elections so
that a party or a group of parties have a fresh
mandate from the people to address huge
challenges facing the country and society.
Elections would have to be held sooner or later,
therefore, both ruling alliance and PTI shall not
make it an issue and compromise so that an
earliest date for holding national polls could be
announced, which would force political forces
to concentrate on campaigning rather than
indulging in a tug-of-war for power.
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Sunflowers can
slash our import bill
Dr. Zaheer Ahmad Babar

The word “cash crop” is associated with the cotton crop in Pakistan, but the concept has wider
scope in the agriculture sector across the globe.
According to agronomists, any grain,
legume, fruit, or other plant crop grown not for
consumption by the farmers, but specifically
to be sold for profit are included in the list of
“cash crops”. Some crops grow more densely
and productively than others, meaning that
they are great choices for farmers. These crops
give farmers a lot of return on their investment,
requiring relatively little land to produce big
results. Local agriculturists believe oil-producing plants, sunflower, can be more profitable
than any other cash crop, including cotton,
in Pakistan, for being an essential part of the
worldwide trade and food consumption today.
According to a research study conducted
by Agricultural Research Institute, Tarnab,
Peshawar, sunflower cultivation as a cash crop
has increased many times during the last two
decades. The study was conducted to examine
the trends in sunflower acreage, production and
trade patterns and to determine its potential to
increase the oilseed production in the country
and to identify factors and constraints for fluctuations in sunflower acreage and production.
The study findings say the sunflower
crop also attracted farmers in Pakistan for being a fast-growing crop that can be planted in
between planting seasons. It tolerates a wide
variety of soil conditions and the crop brings
in high yields. With high demand for sunflower oil in Pakistan, it has become an excellent
source of income for farmers, and can help
support sustainable growth in communities.
The crop gets ready in just three months.
With an increase in the population at
a fast rate, to meet their food needs and due
to changing weather patterns, the need for
changing crop patterns has also increased
manifold. Despite Pakistan being an agrarian
country, food imports increased by 82 per cent
in August 2021, compared to August last year,
according to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.
The official data showed that ghee and
cooking oil prices at home had increased
roughly by 40 per cent, year-on-year in September 2021 — palm oil imports, the biggest
component of food imports, more than doubled
in terms of dollar value in August 2021, compared to 2020. Fluctuating around $2 billion
every year, palm oil is a staple of food imports
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sourced from Malaysia and Indonesia, both
countries with which we have trade agreements. In the first half of 2021, edible oil prices
were at a multi-year high, rising as much as 62
per cent. Bad weather conditions in major producing countries and increasing use of biofuels
had constrained supplies.
It must set alarm bells ringing at the departments concerned that the country’s oilseed
production is declining due to falling cotton
production, which leads to a decrease in cottonseed. In the past, the federal and provincial

governments had launched an oilseed promotion initiative and growers received a subsidy of
Rs.5,000 per acre for planting up to 20 acres of
canola and sunflower. The initiative resulted in
some planting increases, but a significant breakthrough did not happen mainly due to competition from major crops i.e., wheat and sugarcane,
that have the benefit of support prices.
Agricultural experts say soybean production stands at a very low level in Pakistan, and
it is difficult to increase due to harsh summer
conditions and a lack of planting seed varieties
in the country. In this situation, those attached
with the field would have to look for alternatives, and the best would be sunflowers in
Pakistan. However, the federal and provincial
governments would have to take special measures to make famers go for the “cash crop”.
As most oilseeds are Rabi crops, farmers tend
to opt for wheat over oilseeds. For sunflower
and soybeans, the two crops that could be
produced during the Kharif season, farmers
tend to view cotton, rice, corn and sugarcane
as more profitable options.
Imran Nasrullah, Chief Executive
Officer/ Country Lead of Cargill Pakistan,
says food insecurity will worsen in Pakistan
if the country keeps growing wrong crops.
An MBA graduate of Imperial College London
and a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England, Imran says Pakistan
is among largest importers of soybean, as well

as palm oil and other food ingredients. Palm
oil is one of Pakistan’s largest imports. He says
Pakistan produces approximately 0.7 million
tons of oilseeds, which is split among canola,
rapeseeds, mustard seeds, sunflower, sesame,
and this excludes cottonseed. Pakistan imports
3.5 million tons of oilseeds whereas the total
requirement is 4.2 million tons. The gap is
large because the population growth and meat
consumption is growing at 2 to 2.5 per cent,
he says. He believes the government will have
to incentivise oilseeds production, especially
sunflower, which suits the local weather conditions and soils.
Muhammad Aftab, Chief Scientist,
Oilseed Research Institute, Faisalabad, says
sunflower is one of the most important oilseed
crops of the world and the third most important oilseed crop after cotton, rapeseed and
mustard in Pakistan. Pakistan produces only
18 per cent of required edible oil locally, while
the rest is imported from other countries. Sunflower contributes 11pc to the local production
of oil. He says the government has launched a
subsidy programme to enhance the production
of sunflowers in Pakistan. Sunflower seed contains 40pc oil and is a good source of vitamins
A, B and K. Sunflower oil is considered best for
heart patients as it contains 90pc unsaturated
fatty acids. It contains 30pc monounsaturated
Omega-9 and 59pc polyunsaturated Omega-6.
It has a short growth period (100-120 days) and
can be grown twice a year and has the ability
to be well-fitted in different crop rotations.
He called upon farmers to bring maximum land under cultivation of the cash crop.
He believes sunflower sowing locally can help
the country slash its import bill, which is
about Rs300 billion per annum. He says the
Agriculture Department has divided Punjab
into three zones for cultivation and better
production of the sunflower crop.
The scientist says farmers should cultivate sunflowers immediately after harvesting
the sugarcane crop. He suggests cultivating
hybrid sunflower varieties, like Hi-sun-33, Hisun-39, T-40318, Agora-4, NKR Mini, US-666,
US-444, PAR-Sun-3, Oxen-5264, Oxen-5270,
S-278, HSF-360-A, Sun-7, Arvi-Sun-648 and
Arvi-Sun-516, etc, because the varieties are
not only disease-resistant but also provide
bumper yields. Farmers should use 2-kilogram
per acre high-quality seed which has over
90pc growth ratio to complete the number of
plants in the field.
AGRICULTURE

Discrimination against women
Dr. Fatima Khan

Khalida Bibi had to face tremendous family
pressure, particularly from her own mother
and two elder sisters, when she refused to
give away her inheritance share in 25-acre
agricultural land and a shop at the Ghalla
Mandi (Grain Market) in Hasilpur in favour
of her two brothers. All five siblings of Khalida, including herself, had been married off
when her father passed away.
After the Chaleeswan (the fortieth day
after death) of her father, her mother asked
Khalida and other two daughters to submit
an affidavit ‘voluntarily’ stating that they
didn’t want any share
in the properties of
their father. Her two
sisters agreed to the
suggestion readily,
but Khalida didn’t.
She believed that she
had an equal right to
her father’s properties, like her brothers.
Another reason for her
refusal was her husband’s poor financial
situation, who had
remained bed-ridden
for years after a major
accident. However,
her insistence on not
giving away her inheritance right earned
her displeasure of the
family and a social
boycott by her sisters
and brothers.
Prof. Dr. Raana
Malik says Khalida’s
case is not unique or only one case of its kind.
In fact, it’s the story of every second family
in our society, believes the director of the
Department of Gender Studies, University of
the Punjab, Lahore. She says that Pakistan has
already enacted laws to end discrimination
against women, but their implementation
needs further measures. A large majority of
people are still not ready to accept and implement laws enacted against the cultural and
social traditions, she says.
Dr. Raana Malik says discrimination
against women begins from the moment a
baby girl is born in a family. Contrary to the
celebrations carried out on the birth of a baby
boy, most families feel aggrieved if a baby girl
is born. During their early years of age, girls
have to face discrimination at every stage
RIGHTS

in typical Pakistani families, the expert on
gender studies says. Even mothers, who themselves are women, give better food, better
clothing and a more comfortable environment
to their male offspring than their daughters in
their homes, she explains.
Pakistan currently ranks the second
lowest country in the world for gender equality, according to the Global Gender Gap Index.
Although efforts to promote gender equality
are apparent within Pakistan’s Vision 2025,
there is still much more to be done to improve
the realities for women and girls across the
country, says Umme Laila Azhar, director

49% against the male literacy rate of 71%.
The female literacy rate is lower in rural areas
at just 38%. Pakistan has one of the lowest
female labour force participation rates in the
region, she regrets.
Agha Intizar Ali Imran, advocate Supreme Court of Pakistan, says although the
principle of equality is enshrined in Article
25 of the Constitution, customary practices,
such as women’s seclusion under purdah,
foster male domination both within the family
and within society. He says that Article 23 of
the Constitution gives women the legal right
to own and dispose of property; however, ac-

HomeNet Pakistan. She says that gender
discrimination or gender bias is deeply rooted
in Pakistani society, hampering the socio-economic growth of the country.
The working women rights activist
says that gender-wise, boys outnumber girls
at every stage of education. According to
the United Nations Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) Annual Report 2020, 22.84
million out-of-school children include 12.16
million girls, which accounts for 55% of the
total ratio of both boys and girls. Illiteracy
among young girls deprives them of their
basic rights because they are unable to get
adequate knowledge of such rights offered by
education or schooling, she believes. Social
indicators show how vulnerable women still
are. For example, the female literacy rate is

cording to customary practices, women have
only usufructuary rights over land. Even when
women do own property, it is the husband
who manages it.
Also, the legal expert in criminal and
family laws says that the 1962 West Pakistan
Muslim Personal Law Shariat Application Act
entitles Muslim women to inherit all property, including agricultural property, under
customary law, most women do not inherit
property. Social pressures from the family and
fear of isolation may lead women to forfeit
their share. When they do inherit, women often receive far less than their legal inheritance
entitlement, he regrets. Agha Imran believes
more vigilance and more awareness are needed to end discrimination against women in
our society completely.
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Beware the prospect of
a nuclear calamity
Marwan Bishara

The world’s indifference to the prospect of a
nuclear disaster, today, is frankly insane.
For the past few months, Western experts have downplayed the probability that the
Ukraine war would lead to nuclear escalation
between Russia and the West. Since Putin first
put Russia’s nuclear arsenal on alert back in
February, many experts have argued that he
was merely posturing in
a bid to throw his “adversaries off balance”.
However, Putin’s
most recent threats of
using such weapons
— made in a televised
speech — must not be
taken lightly, regardless of his motivation
or intention. He said
that Western officials
have threatened Russia
with nuclear weapons, a
charge that US President Joe Biden denied
during his speech to the
United Nations General
Assembly hours later.
Putin also announced a
partial mobilisation and
his support for upcoming
referendums in four Russian-controlled regions
of Ukraine that could pave the way for their
annexation by Moscow.
It’s one thing for the West to dismiss
as irrelevant the threat of Putin firing, for
instance, a secretary. However, any chance he
may fire his nukes should be taken seriously,
regardless of how remote the possibility is.
In fact, the West has so far avoided imposing
a no-fly zone over Ukraine or transferring
long-range missiles and other weapons that
may threaten Russian territory for fear of the
Kremlin’s retaliation against Europe.
Yet, the sophisticated military assistance that the US and its allies have provided
to Kyiv has begun to change the balance of
power on the battlefield in favour of Ukraine.
Russia’s mounting losses in the past few weeks
are clearly pushing Putin into a corner. He is
angry, humiliated and is losing clout at home
and abroad. That’s why he has decided to
mobilise 300,000 extra troops to try to reverse
his setbacks in Ukraine.
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However, as past Russian and American wars have shown – whether in Vietnam,
Afghanistan, Iraq or elsewhere – a troop
surge may win him time but won’t necessarily
win him the war. That’s why he coupled his
decision for a military surge with a nuclear
warning, putting the West on notice: back off
or face the consequences.
Hence the seriousness of Putin’s threat to
use weapons of mass destruction. The threat is

“not a bluff” as he put it, nor a bluster; it rather
sounds desperate and deliberate. It is also the
biggest escalation since the invasion began
seven months ago and the biggest troop mobilisation since the end of the Cold War. Some
are now sounding a warning about Putin’s
potential use of tactical nuclear weapons on
the battlefield. Or as one analyst put it: “Russia
is willing to use nuclear weapons if Ukraine
continues its offensive operations”. Indeed,
former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev
said the Kremlin could use tactical nuclear
weapons to defend its occupation of parts of
Ukraine that it annexes.
In theory, the use of these weapons,
which are short-range and designed for limited strikes, sounds implausible considering
Ukraine’s geographic proximity and Russia’s
nuclear doctrine which underlines the defensive use of nuclear weapons or when the very
existence of Russia is threatened.
That’s why Putin’s sense of victimhood,

real or imagined, makes the escalation ever
more disturbing. In his speech on Wednesday, he portrayed his own destructive war on
Ukraine as a Western conspiracy to destroy
Russia — a NATO-led aggression against all
Russians posing an existential threat to the
country. Whether he truly believes that or not
is somewhat irrelevant. He has demonised the
West and Ukraine, and is marshalling Russian
public opinion towards a wider war with unknown consequences.
Putin has also
accused the Ukrainian
government of holding
Europe hostage to a
nuclear Armageddon by
bombing the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant
under Russian control.
The Ukrainians claim
that it is Russia that is
doing the shelling.
This is truly and
tragically unforgivable,
lest we also forget
that Eastern Europe
and parts of Russia
continue to suffer from
the effects of Chornobyl, 36 years after
the nuclear disaster at
the Ukrainian nuclear
plant. In short, the
danger of a nuclear
calamity is real if the war continues to escalate,
whether by design or default; whether stemming from strategic or tactical use of nuclear
weapons, or from the bombing of a nuclear
plant.
None of it is inevitable and all of it totally
avoidable. Nuclear powers have lost or ended
conventional wars in the past without resorting to nuclear weapons. That’s why world
powers have a duty to stop the escalation and
to seek a diplomatic solution sooner rather
than later. Putin may be directly responsible
for this war of aggression against Ukraine, but
the West’s insistence on NATO’s expansion
to Russia’s border and its sabre rattling in
Ukraine have also been terribly provocative
and reckless.
The war has been a disaster for all, especially Ukraine. It will get worse. That’s why
cooler heads must prevail. Before it is too late.
Those still hoping to win must remember that
there is no winning a nuclear war.
OPINION

Peace is not the absence of war
Mukesh Kapila

The International Day of Peace recalls the
noble words of its 1945 Charter to save us
“from the scourge of war”. Thus, the labours of
generations of politicians, diplomats and security forces got framed by the dogma that war
is always bad, and peace is an unquestionable
good that must prevail.
War, per se, is not illegal. It is permitted
in the UN Charter to counter crimes of aggression. The concept of a “just war” also exists
under international humanitarian law. War
may also be necessary, indeed moral. Historically, genocides and crimes against humanity
have been ended through the use of force.
At the same time, our peacemaking track
record is unimpressive. Over the past half-century, it is hard to think of many
armed conflicts that have truly,
fully ceased. Instead, most
grumble along, boiling up or
simmering down periodically.
Think of the historical conflicts in Palestine or Kashmir,
or the many struggles on
Myanmar’s periphery, or the
insurgencies in the Maghreb
and in the Sahel. Many national authorities are preoccupied
with persistent internal divisions, such as Pakistan which
is facing unrest in tribal areas
and South Sudan which has
seen ethnic violence.
Internationally, the
UN has spent billions of
dollars and deployed tens
of thousands of peacekeepers in scores of
countries. Dozens of UN envoys along with
those of regional bodies such as the European
Union, African Union, and ASEAN criss-cross
warzones. Think-tanks and NGOs are busy,
peacebuilding projects abound, and peace
conferences fronted by eminent personalities
fill the calendar.
Some efforts are sanctified by portentous UN Security Council resolutions on
the increasingly rare occasions of consensus
among the great powers. Sticks and carrots are
dangled through sanctions and aid inducements. But this well-practised modus operandi
of the peace business produces meagre returns.
It may put a temporary lid on violence as
protagonists under pressure sign any piece
of paper that allows a breather and chance to
regroup. Then the conflict flares up again until
the next ceasefire or “peace” deal. And so, the
cycle goes on.
Worse still, there is concern that premature peace meddling prolongs conflict as
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happened in Bosnia and Herzegovina and on
the Korean Peninsula. That is because conflicts
end only when they are ready to do so. Ideally,
that would be when underlying causes or
differences have been resolved, including
accountability and justice for wrongs inflicted.
But, in reality, that hardly ever happens and so
wars end only when one side has won decisively. Think World War II or the Vietnam War.
But modern war-making is multidimensional and much more resilient, especially
when external sponsors pitch in on different sides. The durability of any subsequent
peace depends on two key factors. First is the
viciousness of the way in which the earlier
war was waged. The reality is that nowadays,
appalling atrocities are the norm, and raped,
tortured, starved, dispossessed survivors are in

no mood to reconcile with their assailants. The
second factor then kicks in – the magnanimity
or wisdom of victors. This is almost always in
short supply.
The irony is that although we know a lot
about waging war, we are not smart at making
peace. It is easy to award Nobel Peace Prizes,
but many winners are embarrassed when their
efforts do not withstand the test of time. Prominent examples are former US Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger and Ethiopian President
Abiy Ahmed.
That is why, all peace is provisional
and once a society has tasted violence, it is
perpetually prone to it, especially when Hollywood, Bollywood, and Netflix myth-makers
get into shaping the remembrance of history.
We should not be surprised, therefore, that
endless armed conflicts have accumulated
over the decades: some 170 of different types
are now raging across the world. The numbers who died directly in combat increased
approximately three-fold to 120,000 last year

compared to mortality in the early 2000s. Such
statistics give a partial view of the human cost
of war, as they underestimate the indirect
consequences that fall largely on civilians.
These have increased greatly over past decades
as wars last longer and become more vicious.
The United Nations estimates that currently a
quarter of the global population – two billion
people – live in conflict areas.
The war-and-peace theory holds that it is
not supposed to be this way. As more of us get
educated, healthier, and better off, we are supposed to become more peace-loving because
that serves our self-interest in achieving stable
prosperity. Besides, with more of our essential
needs satisfied, and more of our higher needs
for voice and esteem realised through representative democracy, we should have less reason
to fear or fight others.
Even if we do, we have a
plethora of norms and entitlements, laws and institutions
to constrain us. Thus, our disputes – within communities
and nations, or between them
– should be settled tranquilly,
informed by the rationality of
facts and balanced give-andtake.
Indeed, global indicators on poverty alleviation,
human development, and
institutional capacity suggest
that despite periodic crises,
including currently around
energy and food, we have
made historically unprecedented progress in most
economic, social, and political dimensions. But
that has not brought world peace. Does that
mean the theory is wrong?
Not necessarily, because history also
suggests that more education and development
bring greater enlightenment about what is
wrong with our world as well as the aspiration
and capability to do something about it. Most
of our social and political advancements have
come through fighting for them. For example,
each of the human rights that we take for
granted nowadays were achieved through
struggle. This happened first in one pioneering
setting, and then, as particular rights such as to
food and water, or to vote or not to be tortured,
got codified, they became universal.
But without the sturdy defence of
hard-won rights, they easily flip into wrongs,
thereby triggering renewed conflict. And some
rights are yet to be fully realised everywhere,
such as the right for women and girls to learn
in Afghanistan or for them to have reproductive choice in parts of the United States.
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Lessons to be learnt
from recent floods

According to estimates, Pakistan is especially
vulnerable to climate change as the world is
grappling with its impacts and global shifts
in hydrological cycles. In addition to having
a significant negative economic, social and
environmental impact nationwide, the recent
increase in the frequency and intensity of
extreme weather is also expected to result in
an increase in disease burden, water scarcity, heat stress, financial and food insecurity,
and natural disasters. Prevention, mitigation,
preparedness, response and recovery are all
part of such activities. The first step in trying
to stop a detrimental occurrence in its tracks
is prevention. The tactics employed include:
gathering intelligence; monitoring; security;
inspections; testing, like, say, food testing;
vaccination; and quarantine. Risks to individuals and property are reduced or even eliminated
via mitigation. It considers long-term fixes, and
its methods include hazard recognition, such
as floods, mapping and construction codes.
Preparedness is vital before a serious event,
and part of it involves risk management to
identify threats, hazards and vulnerabilities.
Following that, both the government and the
corporate sector should concentrate on training
and determining the resources required for
response and recovery. Everyone has a role to
play in terms of preparedness. Response entails
actions that deal with an incident’s immediate
impacts and aims at preserving lives, providing
for basic human necessities, and safeguarding
property. Lastly, recovery is about taking steps
to support individuals and communities in
getting back to normal. It helps rebuild the
community's infrastructure, essential services,
government, housing, companies and other
operations. Therefore, given a substantial eroding of this capacity in a nation, there is a dire
need for new technologies for improved hazard
identification and risk assessment. The outcomes must be integrated into operations and
planning for response and recovery after they
have been established. Additionally, new competencies and silo-crossing abilities must be
developed at all levels of governance. To reverse
the current trend before it becomes a threat to
national security, it is also necessary to focus
on endangered areas to provide a focal point for
pre-and post-disaster mitigation activities.
Dr Ainy Zehra
Karachi

Shady loan apps

Recently, I was contacted by someone claiming
to be a representative of a personal loan application. The agent, through an ordinary number,
called me and argued that my brother had
taken a loan worth Rs12,800 and it had been
more than 10 days, but the amount had not
been returned.On further inquiry, he provided
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me with the CNIC picture and a selfie of my
brother. When I asked my brother about the
matter, he was shocked because the CNIC and
the selfie the agent gave me had been provided
to another loan app. The funny thing is that my
brother had not taken out a loan from even the
other app. On further investigation, I came to
know that the app to which my brother had
sent his data was subsequently removed from
Google Play Store for stealing user data and
manipulating its customers. The app has been
notoriously infamous for data theft, including
phone numbers, gallery, names, email addresses and more. After coming to know this all,
I contacted the agent who had earlier called
me and sought further information regarding
the ‘case’. But he failed to provide me with the
payment channel, company address, contact
number, etc. It was a clear case of someone,
or some app, trying to make some money the
wrong way. Simply put, it was attempted
fraud. I explored the matter and did not fall in
the trap, but there would be others who might
have been trapped. The main thing that I am
unable to understand is the passage of information from one app to another so easily. Was the
data sold, shared or accessed illegally? People
should better be aware of such shady loan apps
operating in the name of fintech. They steal
your personal data and exploit it for their own
vested interests. It helps to be more cautious
than carefree, and spreading the word around
is an effective way to create awareness on the
matter and to discourage the fraudsters.
Faisal Ahmed
Khairpur Mirs

Availing possibilities

At the time of partition back in 1947, as much
as 91 per cent of the economy of what constituted the subcontinent was controlled by what
subsequently became India, and just 9pc was
controlled by areas that later comprised Pakistan.
Keeping the channels of travel, trade and investments open with India would have made sense
had it not been for the political tensions between
the two countries. The biggest issue was, and
remains, the status of India-occupied Kashmir.
Since 1971, right after its birth as an independent
nation, Bangladesh has established firm relations
with India without losing, or even compromising
its identity. The issues between Pakistan and
India may take time to get sorted out, but people’s welfare comes first. Pakistan has seemingly
insurmountable issues to deal with. We will do
ourselves no harm in being mentally sharp and
alert to various possibilities ahead.
Navaid Husain
Karachi

KPPSC exams

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Public Service
Commission (KPPSC) announced the Provincial Management Service (PMS) exams in Feb-

ruary 2021 and conducted the screening test on
June 18 this year. Earlier, the commission had
announced 70 per cent marks as the qualifying
criterion, but the majority of the candidates
failed to cross that threshold. Resultantly, they
held demonstrations, and filed a petition in Peshawar High Court (PHC) in order to have the
benchmark set at 40pc. The PHC declared the
entire screening test invalid which tarnished
the reputation of KPPSC and discouraged
those who had cleared the first hurdle. The
commission rescheduled the test for Sept 22,
but the protesting candidates are trying to
have it postponed till November. Ironically, the
KP cabinet has approved the delay for political
point-scoring. The authorities concerned
should review the decision and should let the
KPPSC make its decisions independently.
Muhammad Nabi
Peshawar

Issues of private teachers

Pakistan has seen spiralling growth in the
number of private schools, which, no doubt, is
a huge employment-generating sector for fresh
graduates who aspire to join the sector on a
full time basis, but have to keep the kitchens
functional till they get a similar government
job. However, private school managements
often harass teachers with different tactics,
like withholding or delaying their salaries or
terminating them without any prior notice
on minor issues. The government should have
some regulatory role in this regard.
Zabih Ullah
Karak

New Hub district

The provincial government recently carved out
Hub district by bifurcating Lasbela district.
This new district is purely conceived on a
political basis. Balochistan now has 36 districts
and eight divisions. In contrast, Punjab has 36
districts and nine divisions despite having a
population much bigger than Balochistan. The
province should utilise its resources effectively.
Zahid Roonjho
Karachi

New cars for ministers

The decision by the Punjab government to
purchase dozens of new cars for its ministers,
costing hundreds of millions, is disturbing.
This extravagant expenditure comes at a time
when the country is going through its worst
financial crisis that has been aggravated by
the recent floods. While politicians expect the
common man to put up with difficult economic
decisions, they are not ready to set the example
themselves. It would be most appropriate to
defer the purchase of cars, and use the amount
for flood rehabilitation.
Aamir Malik
Karachi
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After eons of isolation, these
desert fish flub social cues
Susan Milius

Getting out into society after a
long isolation gets awkward. Ask
the Pahrump poolfish, loners in
a desert for some 10,000 years.
This hold-in-your-hand-size
fish (Empetrichthys latos) has
a chubby, torpedo shape and a
mouth that looks as if it’s almost smiling. Until the 1950s, this species
had three forms, each evolving in its own spring. Now only one survives,
which developed in a spring-fed oasis in the Mojave Desert’s Pahrump
Valley, about an hour’s drive west of Las Vegas. Fish in a desert are not
that weird when you take the long view. In a former life, some desert
valleys were ancient lakes. As the region’s lakes dried up, fish got stuck
in the remaining puddles. Various stranded species over time adapted to
quirks of their private microlakes, and a desert-fish version of the Galapagos Islands’ diverse finches arose. “We like to say that Darwin, if he had a
different travel agent, could have come to the same conclusions just from
the desert,” says evolutionary biologist Craig Stockwell of North Dakota
State University in Fargo. The desert “island” where E. latos evolved was
Manse Spring on a private ranch. From a distance, the spring looked “just
like a little clump of trees,” remembers ecologist Shawn Goodchild, who
is now based in Lake Park, Minn. The spot of desert greenery surrounded
the Pahrump poolfish’s entire native range, about the length of an Olympic swimming pool. By the 1960s, biologists feared the fish were doomed.
The spring’s flow rate had dropped some 70 percent as irrigation for farms
in the desert sucked away water. And disastrous predators arrived: a
kid’s discarded goldfish. Conservation managers fought back, but neither
poison nor dynamite wiped out the newcomers.

Reusable contact lenses increase
risk of rare eye infection
Ralph Ellis

People who wear reusable contact lenses
are about four times more likely to get the
sight-threatening eye infection acanthamoeba keratitis (AK) than people who wear daily disposable lenses, says a study published
in the journal Ophthalmology. Researchers
say contact lens wearers can easily reduce their risk by not wearing their
lenses while swimming or in the shower. They also advise that stickers
saying “No Water” be placed on contact lens packages. Health authorities
have seen a rise in AK cases in the United Kingdom and Europe in recent
years, the lead author for the study, John Dart of the UCL Institute of
Ophthalmology and Moorfields Eye Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, said
in a news release. The infection is rare but still deserves a public health
response, he said. “Contact lenses are generally very safe but are associated with a small risk of microbial keratitis, most commonly caused by bacteria, and which is the only sight threatening complication of their use,”
he said. “Given that an estimated 300 million people across the globe wear
contact lenses, it is important that people know how to minimize their
risks for developing keratitis.” AK causes the cornea to become inflamed
because of infection by acanthamoeba, a cyst-forming microorganism, the
news release said. About a quarter of severely affected patients end up
with less than 25% of their vision or become blind. About 25% of people
require corneal transplants to treat the disease or restore vision. More
than 200 patients from Moorfields Eye Hospital completed a survey, including 83 with AK. They were compared to a control group of 122 people
who came to eye care clinics with other conditions.
ROUNDUP

Here is the first direct look
at Neptune’s rings in more
than 30 years
Christopher Crockett

Humankind is seeing Neptune’s
rings in a whole new light
thanks to the James Webb Space
Telescope. In an infrared image,
Neptune and its gossamer diadems
of dust take on an ethereal glow against the inky backdrop of space.
The stunning portrait is a huge improvement over the rings’ previous close-up, which was taken more than 30 years ago. Unlike the
dazzling belts encircling Saturn, Neptune’s rings appear dark and
faint in visible light, making them difficult to see from Earth. The last
time anyone saw Neptune’s rings was in 1989, when NASA’s Voyager
2 spacecraft, after tearing past the planet, snapped a couple grainy
photos from roughly 1 million kilometers away. In those photos, taken
in visible light, the rings appear as thin, concentric arcs. As Voyager 2 continued to interplanetary space, Neptune’s rings once again
went into hiding — until July. That’s when the James Webb Space
Telescope, or JWST, turned its sharp, infrared gaze toward the planet
from roughly 4.4 billion kilometers away. Neptune itself appears
mostly dark in the new image. That’s because methane gas in the
planet’s atmosphere absorbs much of its infrared light. A few bright
patches mark where high-altitude methane ice clouds reflect sunlight.
And then there are the ever-elusive rings. “The rings have lots of ice
and dust in them, which are extremely reflective in infrared light,” says
Stefanie Milam, a planetary scientist at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight
Center in Greenbelt, Md., and one of JWST’s project scientists.

Type 1 diabetes cases poised
to double worldwide by 2040
Miriam E. Tucker

The number of people living with type
1 diabetes worldwide is expected to
double by 2040, with most of the new
cases among adults living in low- and
middle-income countries, new modelling data suggests.
The forecast, developed from available data collected in the new
Type 1 Diabetes Index, provides estimates for type 1 diabetes rates,
associated mortality, and life expectancy for 201 countries for the
year 2021. "The worldwide prevalence of type 1 diabetes is substantial and growing. Improved surveillance — particularly in adults
who make up most of the population living with type 1 diabetes — is
essential to enable improvements to care and outcomes,” the authors
wrote. “There is an opportunity to save millions of lives in the
coming decades by raising the standard of care (including ensuring
universal access to insulin and other essential supplies) and increasing awareness of the signs and symptoms of type 1 diabetes to enable
a 100% rate of diagnosis in all countries.
The new findings were published in the journal Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology. According to the model, about 8.4 million
people were living with type 1 diabetes in 2021 with one fifth from
low- and middle-income countries. An additional 3.7 million died
prematurely and would have been added to that count had they
lived. The estimate is that about one in five of those who died
because of type 1 diabetes in 2021 were younger than 25 years and
had undiagnosed diabetes.
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